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Austin 7 
Journals 

 

Volume 195  January 2011 
 

PRESIDENT’S PREAMBLE 
I hope you are all well, had a good Christmas and didn‟t go overboard seeing in the New 
Year.  I don‟t know about you, but I thought the cool damp weather leading up to Christmas 
was very pleasant, except for the fact that the big rain we had a couple of weeks beforehand 
destroyed a new lawn I had planted the previous day. That‟s life! 
 

A video of the 50 Years Of Motor Racing celebrations we had at Mallala in August was 
professionally produced.  Copies of this video were presented to Barry Frost, Tony Grove, Ian 
Motley and Bruce Went in recognition of the work they did on or before the event.  Several 
copies of the video have been sold & there are still some copies available.  
 

At the November Annual General meeting all club committee positions were declared vacant 
& the past members who chose to nominate for the 2011 committee were elected unopposed.  
The newcomers to the committee are, a past committee member, Ian Motley who has taken 
up the duties of Property Manager & Laurie Sutton who agreed to fill the Treasurer's position.  
We didn‟t have a property manager last year & I think the property suffered because of it.  
Last year's Treasurer, Kevin Haley, is unable to carry on this year due to personal 
commitments.  He has built a new home at Sandy Creek & has too much work to do to get the 
grounds established.  Vic Ward, our past Assistant Secretary could not continue due to health 
issues, as such, at the time of writing this report, the position of Assistant Secretary is vacant.  
I thank both Kevin & Vic for what they did last year & wish them all the best for the future. 
 

  
 

At the AGM I was privileged to present both David Grear & Tony Morgan with Life 
Membership. They have both given a lot of their time to the club & its members over many 
years.  We thank them very much for their commitment & hope it continues for many more 
years.  
 

David Grear was elected as Vice President at the December Committee Meeting. 
 

For those who don‟t know, we have quite an extensive club library thanks to the hard work & 
dedication of Ron Burchett who has built it from scratch over a lot of years.  He shared with 
the committee that he had a concern that the longevity of the library may be in jeopardy when 
he was no longer able to look after it.  Recognising that the library is a great resource that we 
didn‟t want to lose, someone to assist Ron was sought from members.  It was very pleasing 
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that a new member, Mike Maxwell, who only joined the club the same month the search for an 
experienced librarian began, has agreed to take on the task.  I would like to thank Mike for his 
offer. 
 

I would like you to join me in welcoming the following new members & wish them a long & 
enjoyable time within the club. 
 

Stephen DRURY Christopher GREENING Wayne JACQUIER 

Peter KOSTI Christian MARSCHALL Mike & Rebecca MAXWELL 

Scott MURRAY David PETERS Josephine RAMSAY 

Alan THORNTON Martini TIZIANO Benjamin WILLIAMS 

Kym WILTSHIRE   

 

Ralph Drage 
President 
 

 

 

 

 
 

M & C Doyle 
Crash Repairs 

 

30 Deloraine Road Edwardstown SA 5039. 
 

Ph 8277 7868 
www .doylecrash.com.au 

 

 

Experience - Quality - Reliability 
 

   +  Restorations & Unique Finishes 
   +  Metal Finishing & Modifications 
   +  Plastic Component Repair 
   +  Mazda Rotary Specialists 
   +  Accident Repairs - Insurance 
       - Private 
       - Fleet 
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GEOFF STEPHENS 

K G B Car Audio Services Pty Ltd 
22 O.G. Road Klemzig  S.A.  5087 

 

 * Car Audio    * Car Radio Repairs 
 * Alarms    * Immobilisers 
 * Hands Free Kits  * Central Locking 
 * Speed Alert   * Cruise Control 

 Phone: 8266 1488   Mobile: 0437 061 569 

Fax: 8266 1588 

Special Discounts to Austin 7 Club members 

 

 

 
 



Austin 7 Journals                                               Page 6                                               January 2011 

 

 

COMING EVENTS 
 

January 2011 
16 Subs & Rego Day at the Clubrooms from 10am to 2pm.  Please bring along your historic 
 vehicle when paying your subscriptions and have your log book updated. 
23 Milang Vintage Machinery Rally, the club run commences from the Victoria Hotel Car Park, 
 O'Halloran Hill at 9.15am for departure at 9.30am via Chandlers Hill, Meadows for morning tea, 
 then via Macclesfield, Strathalbyn to Milang. 
 

February 2011 
5 CAMS Awards Night 
7 Committee Meeting. 
13 All British Day at Uraidla Oval.  Meet at Hazelwood Park at 10am ready for the climb up 
 Greenhill Road.  Those entered should receive their instructions soon from the ABD. 
13 Modern Regularity Round 1 at Mallala Motor Sport Park, check the club web-site for details. 
14 Monthly Club Meeting at the Clubrooms, please bring a plate of supper to share. 
19 Working Bee & Open Day at the Clubrooms .  Five of these events are planned for 2011 and 
 they may vary in times.  As they are also an open day at the clubrooms, this first one will 
 feature a show and tell with your Austin 7 with the spares shed open with members answering 
 any problem you have with your Austin.  Gates open from 8.30am. 
22 Tuesday Leisure Run 
28 A7C Technical Night & Run, tonight with gates open at 6.30pm with a short run in your Austin 
 commencing at 7pm. 
25 Quarterly Luncheon at a local establishment renown for its value meals. 
 

March 2011 
7 Committee Meeting. 
14 Monthly Club Meeting at the Clubrooms, please bring a plate of supper to share. 
17-20 Clipsal 500. 
21 Getting to know you evening.  Commences 7.30pm at the Clubrooms. 
22 Tuesday Leisure Run. 
27 A7C Social Day Run up to Eudunda to meet up with MAPS Club for an interesting day. 
28 A7C Technical Night. 
 

April 2011 
3 Modern Regularity Round 2 at Mallala Motor Sport Park, check the club web-site for details. 
4 Committee Meeting. 
11 Monthly Club Meeting at the Clubrooms, please bring a plate of supper to share. 
16 Working Bee & Open Day. 
17 A7C Social Day Run. 
18 A7C Technical Night. 
19 Tuesday Leisure Run. 
22/25  Austins Over Australia – Forbes NSW 
24 Special Easter Day Run 
 

May 2011 
2 Committee Meeting. 
9 Monthly Club Meeting at the Clubrooms, please bring a plate of supper to share. 
15 A7C Social Day Run. 
14/15 Kernewek & Cavalcade of Cars - Copper Triangle. 
17 Tuesday Leisure Run. 
22 Modern Regularity Round 3 at Mallala Motor Sport Park, check the club web-site for details.. 
23 A7C Technical Night. 

27 Quarterly Luncheon. 
 
June 2011 
11/13 Border Run to Mt Gambier via Kingston. 
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IS YOUR VEHICLE A CONDITIONALLY 
REGISTERED HISTORIC VEHICLE THROUGH THE 

AUSTIN 7 CLUB? 
 

If so, you must get your Log Book endorsed by the Club Registrar (Geoff 
Stephens) as soon as possible after you have paid your subscription for 

2011 and also 
if renewing your registration, have Geoff endorse your current 

Registration Certificate. 
 

The Club requests that you do NOT attend to any verification or updating 
of log books at Geoff’s business premises – any Austin 7 business should 

be carried out at the Clubrooms. 
 

Please do your part to preserve the integrity of this conditional registration system we 
are privileged to have through our Austin 7 Club. 

 
 

 
 

Port Vincent Holiday House. 

• 200Km And Just 2 Hours away from 

Adelaide is a four bedroom holiday house. 

• It accommodates 8 persons in 

• 2 Double beds &  

• 4 Single beds. 

• All you need to take is your linen, food & 

whatever you drink. 

• The town has a Hotel, restaurant, 

Hardware & 3 General stores. 

• 2 Petrol Stations & auto-gas is available. 

• For further information call Trevor or Lyn 

Clerke on 08 88537191 or  

• 0428 851 139. 
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A message to Austin 7 Club members with Historic Registered Vehicles 

 

CODE OF PRACTICE 
 

The conditional registration scheme for historic vehicles has been in operation since 1992, 
supporting enthusiasts to maintain the historic vehicle fleet in South Australia.  The intention 
of this article is to reacquaint members with their responsibilities outlined in the Code of 
Practice issued by the Registration & Licensing Section of Transport SA in consultation with 
the Federation of Historic Motoring Clubs SA Inc.  Full version of the Code is available on the 
Federation’s web-site www.fhmcsa.org.au  
 
Conditional registration is available to owners of historic vehicles that are more than 30 years old and 

prescribed left hand drive vehicles that were manufactured before 1 January 1974 and have not been 

altered from the Original Equipment Manufacturers (OEM) specifications apart from variations allowed 

in this Code. 

 

Historic vehicles and prescribed left hand drive vehicles may be accepted for conditional registration 

provided the appropriate approval is completed and signed by an authorised person of the club of 

which the applicant is a financial member. 

 

The Code of Practice outlines the responsibilities of all stakeholders involved in the Historic Vehicle 

Registration Scheme and should be read in conjunction with the handbook 'Conditional Registration of 

Historic Vehicles and Prescribed Left Hand Drive Vehicles', the Motor Vehicles Act 1959 and 

Regulations 1996 and the Road Traffic Act 1961 and Regulations 1999. 

 
Responsibilities of Historic Vehicle Registration Scheme  
 

You as a member of the Austin 7 Club SA Inc and an owner of historic vehicles and prescribed 

left hand drive vehicles is responsible for: 

 

 maintaining your financial membership of the Austin 7 Club. 
 

 cancelling the conditional registration of the vehicle when a change of ownership of historic 
vehicles or prescribed left hand drive vehicles occurs or when you as the owner of the vehicle is 
no longer a financial member of the Austin 7 Club.  The log book issued to the vehicle must be 
forwarded to the Austin 7 club for cancellation.  The cancelled log book will be returned to you 
after endorsement. 

 

 presenting vehicle/s for inspection when required and have the Austin 7 Club's authorised 
person validate your log book/s and current registration papers. 

 

 ensuring your conditionally registered vehicle is not driven on a road or road-related area unless 
the Austin 7 Club's authorised person has completed the necessary details in the log book. 

 

 ensuring your conditionally registered vehicle is not driven on a road or road related area more 
than 90 days each period of 12 months in the period of registration. 

 

 ensuring your conditionally registered vehicle is not driven on a road or road related area if it 
does not comply with this Code of Practice. 

 

 ensuring your conditionally registered vehicle is not driven on a road or road related area unless 

an entry is made in the log book (the log book entry must be completed before the 

commencement of a journey).  A journey may consist of one or more separate trips. i.e. A 

journey that commences at 10.00am on a particular day and finishes at 9.00am the next day 

constitutes two calendar days. Consequently, two separate days use must be recorded in the log 

book. 

 

http://www.fhmcsa.org.au/
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 maintaining the vehicle to the same standard, specification and configuration as it was presented 

for initial inspection to the Austin 7 Club's authorised person (fair wear and tear is accepted). 

 

In addition Section 25 of the Motor Vehicles Act places conditions of use of a historic vehicle 

including the following: 

 The vehicle must not be used for “hire, fare, reward or other remuneration”.  For example being 

hired for use as a wedding vehicle, and 

 If the vehicle is constructed for load carrying purposes, it must not be used to carry a load for 

commercial purposes. 

 

Eligibility Criteria 

 

All aspects of the vehicle must conform to the spirit of the period of when the vehicle was 
manufactured. The vehicle's bodywork, paint, interior etc must be in good condition (allowing for fair 
wear and tear).  Original replacement vehicle components cannot be varied in any way from OEM 
specifications. 
 
Body 

The shape of a vehicle's body, doors, mudguards, bonnet, boot etc must remain the same as 
originally manufactured.  Any replacement part must be identical to the original component but 
may be manufactured of an alternative material.  Air scoops etc cannot be added. 

 

The bodywork of vehicles, which were sold in chassis form, must be of a type and style current 
at the time of manufacture for that period. 

 

Modern equivalent paint and fabrics may be used provided that paint schemes and colours, as 
well as interior trim fabrics, are of a type and style current at the time of manufacture for that 
period. 
 

Suspension 
Suspension must be of the configuration and type as originally manufactured for that vehicle.  
Suspension location points must remain as originally manufactured. Springs may be replaced 
with a newer part provided that they are similar in size and rating as the original part.  The 
lowering of the vehicle's suspension is not permitted and stub axles are to be an original part. 
 

Rear Axle 
The rear axle may be upgraded to an alternative, provided that it was an option or available 
rear axle assembly from the vehicle manufacturer for that make and model at the time of 
production.  Different final drive ratios are acceptable provided they were originally available 
and the housing remains unaltered. 

Steering 
The steering box or rack, column and steering wheel are to remain positioned as originally 
manufactured.  However, refer to conditions where a left hand drive vehicle may be converted 
to right hand drive. 

Brakes 
Disc brakes may be fitted provided they were an option at the time of manufacture of the 

vehicle.  If fitted, they must be the same size and type as provided by the OEM, with the same 

type caliper.  
Transmission 

The transmission must be as fitted by the OEM, or an option available from the original vehicle 

manufacturer at the time of manufacture.  Column change can only be changed to a floor 

change or visa versa if it was an option on that particular model of vehicle. The selector, either 

manual or automatic, is to be of an original type for that model of vehicle. 

Variations to a gear selector can be made to cater for a person's disability if supported by 

medical recommendations. 
Engine 

The engine must be of the size, make and configuration as provided by the OEM or an engine 

that was available to that make, model and year of manufacture.  Inlet and exhaust manifolds, 
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carburation, air cleaner, camshaft and heads to be as originally supplied by the OEM or 

available as an option.  Variations are limited to OEM reconditioning tolerances.  Crankshaft 

stroke must remain standard for the model and year of the vehicle. 

 

Air cleaners are permitted to be fitted where the OEM did not provide them as original 

equipment.  The fitting of LP Gas as a single or alternative fuel is not acceptable unless 

originally supplied by the vehicle manufacturer.   

 

Wheels and tyres 

 Standard or OEM optional wheels can only be fitted provided they were available on that make, 

model and year of vehicle.   

 Tyres must be suitable to the size of rim fitted, but may be of modern design.   

 Beaded edge rims and tyres may be replaced with well-based or straight-sided components, 

provided the external diameter, offset, style, material and width of the rim and the overall 

diameter of the tyre/rim combination are not altered by more than 10%. 

  

Variations 

 

The electrical system may be upgraded from 6 to 12 volts.  

 

If an original part is no longer available or deemed to have been manufactured to an inferior (unsafe) 

standard, then the club is to liaise with the Federation, who can provide a determination if the part is 

considered acceptable. 

 

The part will only be considered if the original cannot be sourced, is deemed unsuitable due to its 

quality of manufacture, is identical or as close as possible to the original in all aspects and does not 

affect the performance of the vehicle. 

 

Vehicles manufactured prior to 1949 may be fitted with replacement components from the same make 

of vehicle manufactured within 5 years from when the original vehicle was manufactured if they do not 

detract from the spirit of the original vehicle. 

 

Acceptable accessories are restricted to those offered by the OEM or the OEM‟s authorised dealer at 

the time of delivery as a new vehicle.  e.g. GMH/Nasco. 

 

The vehicle owner may be required to submit evidence of the availability of an accessory at the time of 

delivery. 

 

Any alterations should be restricted to those required to ensure the safe use of the vehicle on the 

road, or because relevant parts are no longer available or possible to make at reasonable cost.  

Vehicle alterations should be in a way that the vehicle is able to be converted back to original 

condition with the least possible effort, damage and cost. 
 
Who to contact for further information 
 

If further information or clarification is required, contact the Club Registrar Austin 7 Club. 
 

 

 

 

 

Austin 7 Journals – Back issues 
The Austin 7 Journals is published 4 times a year and distributed to members at the January, 

April, July and October club meetings. 
Back issues going back many years are available on request to the Editor, please contact me 

at any meeting or on email at dsearles10@bigpond.com 
 

mailto:dsearles@arcom.com.au
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220 Main North Road Prospect SA 5082 
 

Autoglass Replacement & Repairs 
Tinting Cars 

Glass Cut 
Insurance work billed direct 

All major cards accepted 
RAA Members Welcome 

Austin 7 Club Members Welcome 
 

Lindsay Dean 
Mob 0408 269 444 

Ph 08 8269 4444    Fax 08 8269 5537 
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PAST EVENTS 

AUSTIN 7 CLUB FUNKHANA INVITATION RUN  
On Sunday 19th September we joined with the Austin 7 Club for their day run and funkhana. 
 

 The meeting point was the Tea Tree Gully Hotel carpark with Rose and I being joined 
by Leslie Felix and Patrick Kukla from our club (Sprite Club).   
 

 At the start Ralph Drage, President of the A7 Club, rallied everyone into a group and 
extended a welcome not only to us but to also a few new members to their club who were out 
on their first run.  He asked for someone to talk about the run at the next meeting and being 
an ex member I volunteered Alan Baker‟s services which I thought was pretty clever of me.  
He then asked for someone to write an article for the magazine and my old buddy Dave Hall 
was quick to put my name forward, so it back fired on me. 
 

 The exit out of the hotel carpark is always a bit of a trial for us in low slung sports cars, 
it doesn‟t matter how slow, or the approach angle that you take, something underneath 
always manages to make contact with the road surface.  Once on the road is was a straight 
forward run up the North East Road thru Inglewood, Chain of Ponds, Kersbrook, Williamstown 
and onto the Whispering wall for morning tea.  Here it gave us a chance to further to get to 
know our hosts and to share some motoring stories. 
 

 It was here that Patrick had to leave us and head for home as he had a family function 
to attend and the rest of us went thru Cockatoo Valley, Sandy Creek and Gawler and 
eventually to the property of Chris & Joan Watters at Lewiston.  No sooner were we out of the 
cars then we were seated and having lunch under the welcome shade of some trees. 
 

   
 

  
Chucking the paper - Clive in his recently acquired ex John & Joy Wills A35, Brenton & Mason 

in the early Falcon, Alan in his A7 and Kevin in his Sprite 
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PAST EVENTS 

  

More paper chuckers with Laurie Sutton in his Datsun 120Y and David Grear in the big A16 

   
Dropping the ball with a little help from the passenger. 

 Chris & Joan allowed us to use their front paddock for the funkhana events which were 
non speed related and a lot of fun for the participants and caused quite a few laughs for the 
spectators particularly when the drivers were blind folded during some of the events. 
 

 Probably the funniest was when Trevor Clerke managed to get himself bogged in his 
dual cab Ford Ute after having completed only the first two events and had to be pulled out 
with a 4 wheel drive (mine-Ed).  The older/lighter cars didn‟t have the same problem. 
 

At the completion of the events, Rose, Les and I thanked Ralph for the invitation and for the 
organization put into the event, and made our way home without any problems. 
 

 It was a typical A7 event in that it was well organised, the run sheet was clear and 
concise and that we were made to fell welcome by all. 
 

 In closing, Alan I kept my side of the bargain by writing an article that can be printed by 
both Clubs and I trust that you have kept your side by delivering a humorous yarn at the next 
meeting (yes he did-Ed) 

   
Caught in the act! - so this is what people stoop to in order to capture that first prize. 

Kevin Caire 
Sprite Club of SA 
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PAST EVENTS 
 

 
 

Modern Regularity 26 Sept 2010 
We had a smaller than normal field of competitors, probably due to other events on the day, including 
Bay to Birdwood. There were three withdrawals, one being Geoff Stephens, who was up at 4am to 
drive people to a Barossa air balloon engagement. 
 

There was fog along the road as we drove north to Mallala, but that was the only negative aspect of 
the weather for the day, and some quick times were recorded with low points. 
 

  
 

In the second heat Brandan Marston, in his Ford Falcon, set a new record of 5 points for 6 laps, but 
despite his best efforts, he could not crush the little yellow buzzy wasp, also known as Andrew Baohm 
in his yellow Sprite. 
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PAST EVENTS 

Stephen Drury in his Chrysler PT Cruiser, swelled the spectator field by about double with his “rent-a-
crowd” of the Cruiser Club. 
 

John Illingworth in his Mazda RX7 entertained the crowd by spinning out early in the day. 
 

Pip Edwards was delighted to do her personal best, after following the line of another driver in the third 
heat, but had to retire due to brake problems. 
 

Andrew Baohm showed his usual consistency to win overall on the day, in front of Duane Gent 
(Nissan 300ZX) and Phil Scadding (Toyota MR2). 
 

The heat winners were, Jason Smyth, Brandan Marston, Cliff Haynes, Phil Scadding and Chris 
Watters.  
 

Tony Morgan was pleased the numbers were down as it made it easier for him to do the timing, as 
Barry Frost was away, in Singapore at the Grand Prix, “shouted” by his children. Probably the only GP 
Barry has attended and not been an official.   
 
We also thank Noel Harris and Ralph Drage for their input on the day, plus of course the normal 
regulars.  
 

Modern Regularity and Robin Baohm Memorial event 7 November 2010. 
Excellent weather conditions through out the day, officially fine and cool, early, to fine and warm, 
which made for some quick times, for the 34 competitors. 
 

  
 

The first heat saw Colin Tucker (Ford Cortina 69), and Robert Jacobs (Clubman sports 33) take out 
equal first, on 15 points, while Neil Martin (Triumph TR8 replica) and Bruce Marston (Ford Falcon) 
took out equal second, on 16 points, you don‟t get it much tighter than that. 
 

Andrew Baohm (Austin Healey Sprite) came to the fore in the second heat, with only 7 points, and 
came second in the third heat on 22 points. 
 

Not to be out done, Jason Sutton (Toyota Sprinter 
86) took out first place in both the third and fourth 
heats.  Colin Tucker clinched the day by only 
losing 6 points in the final heat, and 109 for the 
day, with Andrew Baohm second on 139, and Neil 
Martin third on 160. 
 

Barry Frost presented the impressive, inaugural, 
Robin Baohm Memorial Trophies.  The gathering 
of the Baohm clan was excellent, with some 
traveling from interstate.  The BBQ and a convivial 
drink was well appreciated, and the three winners 
were photographed on the track. 
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PAST EVENTS 
 

 
 
 
 

All in all a most enjoyable day, that we know Rob would have appreciated.  

 
 

Chris Watters 
Competition Secretary 
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PAST EVENTS 

MUSEUM RUN SUNDAY 28 November 2010 
Cool, overcast but fine day, we had 14 cars and 28 heads. 1xA7; 1xA10; 5xA30; 2xA40; 
1xA50; 1xMGMidget; 1xDatsun120Y; 2xmoderns, all gathered on the Torrens Parade ground 
around 10am. 

 
 

We enjoyed our BYO morning tea and after a fiddle with Ashton Spangler's A30, we 
wandered up to the SA Museum.  Here we were met by our 3 guides, Daniel Dinasore; Brian 
Brontasorus and Myra.  We were shown through 6 galleries which were very informative and 
well set up.  The Aboriginal Gallery showed the various hunting and gathering tools for the 
different groups from around Australia.  The Fossil Gallery displayed the oldest fossils and 
impressions found so far.  They were from the Ediacaran Area in the Flinders ranges.  The 
fossils dated back approx 650m years, so this period is now known as the Ediacaran Period. 
 

Next was the Mawson Gallery where the exploits of Sir Douglas Mawson were displayed with 
expeditions around the early 1900's.  Conditions were very much more primitive and severe 
than they are now.  Next year will be the 100th anniversary of Mawson's epic attempt to reach 
the South Pole.  Also there was a photo of Mawson with an Arrol-Johnson car in Antarctica 
taken around 1907. 
 

  
From here we went to the Bio-diversity Gallery where excellent interactive displays showed 
the coastal, temperate and arid regions of Australia.  The Mineral Gallery was of interest, 
given the early copper finds at Burra and Moonta, though to the mining of opals at Coober 
Pedy and the latest mining exploits at Olympic Dam. 
 

Running short of time we had a quick visit to the Pacific Gallery.  This deals mainly with our 
closest Pacific neighbours and showed their handiwork of shell jewellery, ornately carved 
masks canoes and inter-island sail craft.  We finished off by inspecting the decorated 
shrunken heads before heading off to the Museum's "Balaena" cafe to fill our shrunken 
tummies. 
 

After lunch a short stroll to the Migration Museum in Kintore Ave where we enjoyed an 
absorbing display of our early migration history.  This museum had much of its content 
dedicated to immigration to South Australia and showed the good and bad times migrants  



Austin 7 Journals                                               Page 18                                               January 2011 

 

PAST EVENTS 
 

experienced.  The Destitute Asylum display in the 
former Destitute Museum was also of interest 
although some of, well maybe just one of us, made a 
spectacle of himself.  From here back to the cars. 
 

Our next stop was the car park at the Montefiore Hill 
Lookout.  The run sheet said to leave the Torrens 
Parade Ground and turn left.  John Hewson and his 
wife in their very nice A10 were not going on to the 
afternoon session, so he turned right to head off 
home, several of the next cars also turned right 
(obviously to make sure that John & his wife made it 

home OK).  Anyway we all made it to the lookout with the exception of Ashton Spangler's 
A30, which had finally spluttered to a halt.  Some say that Ashton and his lovely girlfriend had 
seen enough old fossils already and laying on the lawns on the banks of the Torrens in the 
warm sun waiting for the RAA to arrive was a better option. 
 

 
 

From the lookout a short drive to the Keswick Army Barracks took us to our next destination, 
the Military Museum.  Here we were met by our guide Peter Collins, who proceeded to show 
us through this well set out museum.  Points of interest included that prior to Federation, each 
state was responsible for its defence.  SA's defence forces were established in 1866.  SA 
soldiers were among the first to land at Gallipoli. Excellent displays of WW1 conditions, WW2 
memorabilia, including a Kakoda Trail section and displays depicting the Korean and Vietnam 
conflicts.   

  
 

All of the memorabilia in the Museum is donated and more artifacts are still being received on 
a regular basis.  The three museum tour was a good initiative and thanks go to Brenton 
Spangler & Rick Hoffman for the detailed arrangements which made the day a great success. 
 

Contributions from both Laurie O'Connell and Nell Williams 
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Kangaroo Island Trip 30 Nov to 5 Dec 2010 
 

Day 1 Tuesday 30th November - High Prospects Day. 
 

Those who enjoyed themselves on Kangaroo 
Island were Brenton, Cyndy & Mason 
Spangler, Mercedes; George & Pam Keil, 
Austin 7;  Ralph & Marie Drage, Austin A95;  
David Searles, Austin 7; Bill & Veronica 
Gower, Falcon;  Barry & Lyn Walsh, Austin 
A30;  Keith & Wendy Seidel, Austin  7;  
Trevor & Lyn Clerke, Mercedes;  Greg & Julie 
Lindsay, Austin 7;  John & Judean 
Kennewell, Austin A30;  Geoff, Bronwyn & 
Kate Stephens, Austin 7, then Austin 10; 

Laurie & Sandie O'Connell, Cortina;  Alan & Val Baker, Mercedes;  David & Gayl Carver, 
Model A Ford;  Les Deinhoff & Merril Kafka, Austin A70;  Arthur & Nadia Addyman, Austin 10. 
 

We were packed and ready to go at 7.30.a.m on Tuesday to meet at the Victoria Hotel car 
park for a 9a.m. departure.  The A7's left 10 minutes early and some cars went straight past 
but we all met at the first stop at the Yankallila Bakery except Greg & Julie Lindsay who we 
met at the ferry. 
 

At this stage Geoff Stephens had a small problem he could only select third gear but he 
continued on anyway.  After morning tea we headed for Cape Jervis and the ferry were we all 
arrived except Geoff who failed to proceed past the road works on the way to Cape Jervis.  
 

  
Lined up and ready for the crossing of Backstairs Passage on the Sealink Ferry 

  
George Keil having trouble getting the picture whereas the ladies found a quiet spot on deck 

 

On the ferry for a rough crossing, well; a bit rough but enjoyable.  Kate and Bronwyn but no 
Geoff, he stayed at Cape Jervis "he was towed there" to wait for his brother and then catch a 
later ferry. 
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On arrival at Penneshaw and a short drive to Collins Memorial Reserve for an excellent cut 
lunch which Brenton had arranged from the Yankallila bakery. 
 

Then off to Pennington Bay to view the surf beach.  While the surf looked quite good our main 
interest was with the general scene and chatting. 
 

 
 

Next stop Prospect Hill Lookout where only the brave or perhaps the silly climbed the 512 
steps but the view at the top was well worth while. 
 

  
Climbing the 512 steps to the summit and looking down from the first stage 

  
A view from the top and proof that Greg, Keith and Alan made it to the top 

We all then headed for our accommodation at the Ozone Hotel in Kingscote; unpacked, 
settled in and had a few drinks and nibbles (supplied).  Then guess what a great meal of 
Pizza turned up, wow; what a day everything organised and it all went off like clockwork.  We 
were also given our rally packs with requirements for our breakfast each day and our run 
sheet for day 2.  Well done, Cyndy; cereal, milk, bread, crumpets, vegemite, jams etc. 
 

We were all sitting around having a drink and enjoying are ourselves when a phone call was 
received from Geoff Stephens; he had caught the later ferry and was heading for Kingscote. 
His Austin 7 had morphed into an Austin 10 (must have been a miracle) but this had also 
failed to proceed.  Ralph, Bill and Trevor went to the rescue with extra petrol as Geoff had 
thought he had run out of fuel.  In the meantime some kind motorist was giving Geoff a tow;  



Austin 7 Journals                                               Page 21                                               January 2011 

 

PAST EVENTS 
 

they all stopped; put some petrol in the ten and it fired up and he was mobile again, but 
unfortunately this was not the real problem   as there was still petrol in the tank.  He arrived in 
Kingscote much to Bronwyn and Kate's relief.  The ten suffered many more problems as the 
tour went on.  So this ended the first day of a most enjoyable trip and we were all looking 
forward for the next few days.  
 
Alan and Val Baker. 
 
Day 2 Wednesday 1 December - Seal Bay Nature Day 
 

Everyone was up & ready to leave at 8.30.  
After travelling 47 km we arrived at Seal 
Bay.  We had a very nice guide who talked 
to us about the Seals before guiding us 
along the walkway to a lookout where we 
saw quite a number of seals.  We then 
started walking down some stairs towards 
the access to the beach when a grumpy 
old seal took up sentry duty at the end of 
the stair case, hampering our efforts to get 
onto the beach.  From here we had a good 

view of the seals & pups, some just laying around whilst others were fighting.  We stayed 
there for about ½ an hour waiting for grumpy to move, but he didn‟t, so it was back to the 
interpretive centre to shop & have morning tea. 
 

  
 

  
There were scores of seals on the beach and in adjacent sand dunes laying among the 
bushes, basking in the sometimes sunshine.  The boardwalks crisscrossing the dunes offered 
excellent views of the seal colony. 
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On the boardwalk at Seal Bay 

On leaving Seal Bay we travelled back toward Kingscote to the Emu Distillery where we were 
shown how Eucalyptus Oil is distilled.  We then had time for a quick browse in their shop 
where a few purchases were made before we lined up for a very nice BBQ & Carrot Cake 
lunch.  Thanks to Larry the cook. 

  
Explanation and purchasation (sic) are all part of the eucalyptus experience. 

 
The rustic outdoor dining area of the Emu distillery. 
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Then it was on to Cliffords Honey Farm.  This was one of the several times we had to travel 
on dirt roads which were in the main uncomfortably corrugated.  Upon arrival we were 
ushered into a room where we were given a very nice cup of Honey ice cream which we were 
able to eat while we listened to a very interesting talk about Ligurian Bees.  We then had a 
tour of the factory where the honey is extracted & processed.  We also saw inside a working 
bee hive thanks to them having a glass covered bee hive built on one of the building walls.  
Then it was into the tourist shop for purchase of honey and other touristy things. 
 

  
Cliffords Honey Farm made more interesting with a pot of honey ice cream 

From here it was back to Kingscote where we arrived as planned in time to head to the jetty to 
watch the Pelicans being fed by one of the locals.  There were a lot of hungry Pelicans who 
got close up & personal.  They became quite frantic when fish was thrown around.  The local 
seagulls also joined in. 
 

  
Pelican feeding and frenzy time at the Kingscote beach. 

 

Then it was back to the hotel to get ready for dinner 
which was at the Queenscliffe Hotel, just behind our 
hotel.  We all enjoyed a hearty 2 course meal before 
we headed off back to the jetty, to the Penguin Centre.  
Here we were able to view their aquarium before being 
given a talk about the types of fish & other sea life that 
could be found around the Kingscote jetty.  We were 
then broken into 2 groups before being taken on a 
guided tour of the Penguin Colony where we saw a lot 
of Penguin chicks, many of them were very close to us.  
Their parents were all out getting their tea & these 

babies were getting impatient waiting for their bellies to be filled.  It was very interesting & we 
learnt a lot.  Luckily the weather was very good, both during the day and evening. 
 

It was about 9.45 before we got back to the hotel.  After quite a busy day, most of us were 
quite tired so we retreated for the night whilst others partied on around the poolside. 
Ralph & Marie Drage  
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Day 3 Thursday 2 December - Adventure Day 
 

Up early, ready for the second full day of touring in our Austin 10 on Kangaroo Island.  The 
weather was perfect, cool, not too hot for taking the Austin cars up hill and down dale.  As 
usual Arthur goes to the car to prepare it for the day whilst I follow with all the necessities of 
the day, food, drink, maps etc.   
 

I walked out into the car parking area to 
find our poor Austin 10 being PUSHED 
down the hill to try and turn the engine 
over.  Unfortunately it took a valiant 
effort of our fellow Club Members to 
twice push it back up the hill before the 
Austin reluctantly fired up. ( It was 
probably all the wonderful food we had 
been eating that gave us all the strength 
to push it back up the hill twice.)  Once 
again the Club team spirit came to the 
fore. 

 

It was easy to follow the good directions of our tour leader Brenton, as the minor roads are not 
sealed.  We made our way to Kelly Hill Caves for an underground tour. Morning tea was at the 
Caves, where we were treated to seeing some Blue Wrens hopping around the forest floor. 

  
A couple of Blue Wrens in amongst the flora and a couple of our own Walshes in blue 

 

The Caves were first discovered in 1925 by a farmer who apparently fell down hole whilst 
riding his horse.  The horse was never seen again as the story goes.  
 

 
The lighting effects enhance the experience of the Kelly Hill Caves. 
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Down in the Kelly Hill Caves to spectacular views of caverns and – caves! 

  
Having resurfaced to the enjoyment and appreciation of daylight. 

 

The first tours were given in 1926.  The entrance at that time was by an 80ft. rope ladder, the 
original entrance is still visible, now it is a lot easier to access, by a steep staircase.  Our 
guided tour was very interesting pointing out all the features of the Shawls, Stalactites and 
Stalagmites, also fielded some very good questions from the group. 
 

Next stop was Vivonne Bay Bistro for lunch.  Very good directions, it was just a group of us 
were led astray by the lead car.  We found the General Store, and then to our rescue, came 
Cyndy walking down the road to round us up, like lost sheep. 
 

One did not want to miss lunch, the salads were so fresh, and our Vegetable Tart was very 
tasty, a lovely fruit salad to follow.  We then drove to Vivonne Bay Beach (once proclaimed as 
the best beach in Australia by Sydney Uni), had a short walk along the beach to the light  
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house.  The jetty was a lot shorter than when built in 1916.  Ralph gave a talk on how the 
bombing of the jetty was ordered by the Australian Government in case of a Japanese 
invasion.  Vivonne Bay is the only safe harbour on the South Coast.   
 

 
Vivonne Bay Jetty 

 
Part of the wild and treacherous southern coastline of Kangaroo Island near Vivonne Bay 

 
Austins line up at Point Ellen overlooking Vivonne Bay. 

Little Sahara, a short drive down the coast was a place with huge white sand dunes glaring in 
the hot sun.  A few of our group ventured to the top and without the appropriate boards slid 
down the dunes.  The road in and out of Little Sahara was undulating potholes, some must 
have been 2ft deep.  Ian Jones is often heard urging us to venture out of our comfort zone in 
our little Austins.  Ian you would have been proud of us.  I hope you get to see some footage of 
Austin 7”s amongst others rolling from side to side along the road.  I think a few of us checked 
under the car to see the springs were still intact. 
 

   
George having a go at reversing up the sand dune and watchers of Cyndy Spangler from afar. 
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Cyndy Spangler going for broke as she ‘runs’ down the large sand dune. 

  
 

  
The sevens taking the drive from Little Sahara in their stride. 

Our final delight of the day was a visit to the Raptor Domain Birds of Prey free-flight 
demonstration.  The Raptor Bird Centre was opened by Dick Smith in September 2010.  We 
were informed by our guide that a Raptor is a name for birds of prey with a curved beak, and 
uses its talons to catch the prey.   
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The bird handler demonstrated the Wedge-tailed Eagles, Hobby-hawks, and Boobook Owls 
flying down to gather their prey.  He also spoke about their hunting techniques and the role 
they play in the changing environment. Katy, Marie, Bronwyn, Wendy and a few other 
members took up the challenge of holding the different birds on a gloved hand.  
 

  
 

  
Kate, Geoff, Wendy & Bronwen all getting up close at Raptor Domain Birds. 

 

The drive back to the Hotel was another adventure for us, as we again developed a problem 
with the A10, it maybe an electrical problem.  Again Club Members rallied and we made it back 
to the Ozone Hotel in time for pre-dinner drinks and a short walk to the Island Resort Hotel for 
dinner.  Some members encountered a heavy downpour on the way back – a great way to end 
the driving for the day and to wash the dust of their cars. 
 

A wonderful day despite our car trouble.  Like previous days the timing was like clock-work. 
The care to detail by Brenton, Cyndy and Mason is evident that it was a labour of love, as well 
as incredibly hard work and possible frustration.  
 

“Thanks for the week” to all who organised this magnificent trip. 
 

PS. If anybody has trouble with a car on KI, call in on Wayne at Island Radiators and 
Mechanical Repairs.  We had to take advantage of his services on the following day and a 
nicer , more helpful guy , you couldn‟t wish to meet. 
 
Nadia & Arthur  
 

Footnote: Our car problem was a faulty condenser, Arthur, of course had not 1 but 2 spare 
condensers on hand. 
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Day 4 Friday,3 December - Kingscote Day   
 

After another foggy start, the sun shone all day as we toured the K.I. highlights closer to 
Kingscote.  The first stop, before the fog lifted was to the Hope Cottage Museum - a very 
efficiently displayed collection of a wide range of memorabilia all in some way connected to 
K.I.  Run by volunteers this precinct is a display of which they should be justly proud. 
 

 
Austin 7 members being welcomed to Hope Cottage Museum by the National Trust. 

  
A view of the lighthouse and a view from the lighthouse. 

Morning tea - so long since we had breakfast, at Reeves Point presented an opportunity to 
stroll to the old cemetery, an original house site and wonder at the age of the focal mulberry 
tree.  Here was the venue for the official Kangaroo Island photograph.   
 

 
And here is the official Kangaroo Island photograph of the Austin 7 Club travellers. 
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From there it was a short run out to Emu Bay Lavender Farm - another enterprise steadily 
replacing more conventional farming methods.  An informative talk on lavender types - then - 
more food!  A brisk trade at the gift shop saw many mementoes purchased.   
 

  
Greg Lindsay with top down at Emu Bay and a few of us went down by the sea-shore. 

On to Emu Bay for a town tour [our favourite part of the island!] and an opportunity for some 
intrepid A7s to drive along the sandy beach.  Back tracking a little we found our way to the 
Island Pure Sheep Dairy, in time to see the largely automated sheep milking process in 
action.  An informative video was followed by the opportunity to taste a variety of sheep 
cheeses and yoghurt. 
 
By this time it was quite hot and the return tour to our hotel was via Brownlow - Relaxing 
drinks, good company by the pool - then Val presented Alan with new hair clippers and 
Wendy went to work!  Alan lost 100 grams of hair and 10 years in age in about five minutes.  
David C was next in the hot seat, selecting a moderate number five trim before Bill tested 
Wendy's skill as she tried to find something to cut. 
 
As the realisation that we hadn't eaten for so long subdued the crew, a quieter, contented 
party travelled in a variety of 'moderns' up to the yacht club for dinner. 
 
Another memorable day on a memorable island with an unforgettable group of friends. 
 
Greg and Julie.(the Mexicans) 
 
Day 5 Saturday 4 December - Remarkable Day 
 
This day was the hottest day of our week.  Some cars left around 7.45am and the others 
around 8am for one of the longest drives for the Austin 7's and after a few problems, we all 
ended up at Flinders Chase coffee shop for souvenirs, etc.  The Playford Highway has a 
couple of pretty big hills that certainly taxed most of the cars and even our modern as we 
were in cruise control and the motor revved and changed down twice. 
 

 
Remarkable Rocks are - in a word - "Remarkable" 
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The next spot was Remarkable Rocks and the boardwalk down was steep even though it did 
zig-zag a bit and it worried me as there were no hand rails.  There were some big photo 
opportunites here and Mason had no problems climbing up & sitting in what looked like a 
pretty large chair.   
 

  
 

    
Members being tourists clambering over the Remarkable Rocks site 

After the climb back up to the cars, it was off to see Cape du Couedic Lighthouse.  Most of us 
just drove up and looked without getting out - "Wow, we see it's a lighthouse".  Then on a little 
further to Admirals Arch.  Boy, what a difference the "Rangers" have made to this place.  It 
would be about 16 years since Bill & I were last there and they have made it easier to get 
down to the bottom to take photos.   
 

  
Boardwalks make it easy to get to and view Admirals Arch. 
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A gathering of tourists at a lookout to view the sea lions at Admirals Arch. 

The climb back up was very slow for this old girl and Bill had to give me a hand to keep me 
going.  Next stop was to the Parndana Hotel for lunch.  After towing Geoff's A10 the last 
25kms, as she didn't want to go any further, we left her sitting in the Hotel car park while we 
went on to the Parndana Wild Life Park.   
 

  
A couple of old softies at the Parndana Wildlife Park 

Everyone had a pat of the Koalas.  Again this was a great photo shoot with feeding kangaroos 
and walking around the park looking at the beautiful birds and other wild life.  Bill & I left the 
group here and went back to the Marron Farm while everybody went back to Kingscote.  
Trevor Clerke towed Geoff back.  When we got back to the motel, some of the Austineers 
were in the swimming pool as the day had become quite warm.  Me, I opted for a lie down to 
read my book and ended up having a snooze.  At around 6.45pm everyone was all showered 
and dressed to go out for our last dinner together.  We all had to take our well travelled little 
kangaroos with us as they all had numbers on with a chance to win a prize.  Each couple got  
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a lovely picture of the old Post Office at the Eucalyptus Farm and a leaf made out of recycled 
wood.  All in all a good 5 days was had by everyone.   
 

  
The final get-together and evening meal at Shekinas Restaurant, Kingscote. 

Thanks again to the Spangler family for a very well organised event with each days itinerary 
handed out at 6pm.  Good food, Great scenery, lots of good company and lots of fun. 
 

Veronica & Bill Gower 
 

Day 6 Sunday 5 December -. Homeward Bound 
Sunday morning everybody got up early to have breakfast (some were reportedly heading for 
the Hotel dining room for a hotel breakfast) and put all their gear back in to the respective cars 
ready to depart for American River.  The morning was sunny and with a light breeze made a 
nice change from yesterday‟s heat.  Brenton told us that we could leave between 8.30-9.00 
am but most wanted to get going and had left a little after 8.15.  We travelled from Kingscote 
to American River it is 40 km distance and took 45 minutes to get there.   
 

  
Outside the American River convenience store prior to morning tea. 

 
We stopped outside the convenience store for people to buy morning tea; we were there 

about a half hour overlooking the bay before moving to a park 
on the bay a half kilometre from the store to eat our goodies.  
At about 11.00am we all headed for Penneshaw again a 
40km trip arriving just before Noon.  On arrival in Penneshaw 
all went to look at the Sunday Market on the oval, this took up 
the time until we had to board the Sea Link Ferry to get back 
to Cape Jervis.  The boarding passes came in hurry and so 
we grabbed anybodies and drove on I ended up with Brenton 
Spangler‟s pass. 
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The trip back on the ferry was uneventful with 
a very flat crossing unlike the crossing over.  
On arrival in Cape Jervis we all collected our 
passengers and headed up the big hill out of 
Cape Jervis back to Adelaide.   
 
We left the road at Delamere and went via 
Victor Harbour and Goolwa getting back to 
Clayton Bay at about 4.00pm just in time to 
beat the rain. Since then I have heard that all 
got home safely.   
 

I would like to thank Brenton, Cyndy and Mason for a great fun packed week with a bunch of 
very happy like minded people.   
 
We look forward to our next trip away with the Austin 7 Club.  
David and Gayl Carver.   
 
Thank you to Brenton & Cyndy for planning & executing this trip very well.  We really enjoyed 
it & were grateful to them for arranging for us to have a great week away on Kangaroo Island. 
 
Also a thank you to all who submitted reports on the day's activities. 
 

 
There you are George! there was a reason for me taking this photograph at the 

beginning of our KI experience. 
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THE BLUEBIRD NO. 50 STORY by David Perry. 
 

This story began in mid 2009, when I found that I was 
going faster than I ever dreamed possible in my current 
Gemini turbo, but I was still rear of field with no-one to 
race with. I felt I‟d reached as far as I was willing to push 
the Gemini‟s development. 
 

In October 2009, I saw a Nissan Bluebird on E-bay.  It 
was an unfinished project car, and came with an 
SR20DET engine and gearbox, „George Fury‟ body kit, 
huge intercooler and various piping, a Holden LSD diff 
(modified with Bluebird mounting brackets), Holden struts 

with VS Clubsport rotors and callipers, six 16” x 8” CSA wheels, two with almost new A048 tyres (I‟d 
forgotten I couldn‟t run 16‟s). “That looks like a good start for a new race car,” I thought, so I placed the 
starting bid.  Being the only bidder, I won it.  Oh. It was located at Traralgon in Victoria, a couple of 
hours the other side of Melbourne. 

 
A couple of weeks later, I set off by myself, trailer in 
tow, and drove to Traralgon.  On arrival, I found the 
car was not as complete as I had surmised from the 
photographs in the advertisement.  The engine bay 
photo showed the engine sitting there, which it was.  
It just wasn‟t connected to the gearbox, which was 
in the back seat (!), so the engine was rocking on 
its two engine mounts.  The dashboard had been 
removed and was in pieces. The inside and boot of 
the car were full of stuff.  To be fair, the photos 
didn‟t mis-represent the car.  I just made some 
assumptions that turned out to be not valid. Despite 
all this, I felt bound to complete the transaction, so 
paid the money, loaded the car on the trailer and 
set off home. 

 

   
 
Upon arrival at home on Saturday 31st October 2009, I backed the trailer into the yard, sat on the dirt 
for about half an hour looking at the car on the trailer, and thinking about how much work would be 
involved in building the car from that starting point. “What on earth am I going to do with this? Do I 
really want to take it on as a project?  Do I take it to the wreckers to see what they will give me for it? I 
don‟t have room for it!  Where am I going to put it?” I sat there for about half an hour pondering.  I 
finally decided that I wouldn‟t take it to the wreckers, and instead would take it to my Mum‟s place 
(Dad had died only a few weeks earlier), which I did. 
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Over the next few weeks, I started to fiddle with it, and had made several trips to U-Pull-It to pick up 
bits and pieces.  Meanwhile, I had found that several modifications had been made that made the car 
illegal for Improved Production.  The lower control arms had been modified to fit the Holden struts.  
Holes had been cut in the front bodywork for intercooler hoses, but more had been cut out than could 
be argued was necessary for that purpose.  I didn‟t want to build a car that I knew would be illegal from 
the outset, so these things weighed on my mind.  There were also some dents in the body, and I 
wasn‟t happy with the way the rear guards had been cut to fit the flares. 
 
I wanted to attach the gearbox to the engine, but I had no bolts, so I went to Grand Auto Wreckers at 
Lonsdale to get a set of bolts.  I asked for some bolts for the purpose, and explained what I was doing.  
Anthony asked “Have you got sponsorship? Do you want some sponsorship?” Well, that certainly 
surprised me, and of course I said that I didn‟t have sponsorship and, yes, would very much like some, 
thank you.  Anthony has continued to support me during this process, for which I am very grateful.  
Remember, that‟s Grand Auto Wreckers for all your Nissan parts. Got it? 
 

On one visit to Grand Auto Wreckers, I mentioned I 
needed to replace the front section of the car (to 
remove those oversized intercooler holes).  Anthony 
said he‟d cut the front off one of his Bluebirds for me.  
That was great, but I‟m not into panel work at all, so I 
wasn‟t very enthused at the prospect of having to do 
it.  Having arranged that, I went to U-Pull-It to pick up 
something for the instrument panel (I think).  I‟d been 
there the week before, had seen the bit that I wanted, 
but didn‟t take it then (for reasons that escape me). I 
knew exactly where it was.  I just had to go there, grab 
it and go.  I got there, went to the spot and……….oh, 
the car‟s not there. It had gone. Great!  I then started 
looking around for other Bluebirds to get the bit I 

wanted, and came across this almost complete car. It was missing the wheels and rear struts, but the 
body looked in excellent condition – no rust, no dents and seemingly straight.  In some ways there was 
more work to do on that (like pull the engine out) than on my existing car, but it was work I could do, 
unlike panel work.  I was tempted to buy it, but the same questions came up. “Where am I going to put 
it? How am I going to transport it?” Well, I ended up buying it.  I arranged to get a tow truck to pick it 
up and deliver it to ….you guessed it…….Mum‟s place, so now she had two cars in her driveway! This 
all happened on that stinking hot day (43 degrees or thereabouts) in November 2009. 
 
Despite the heat, I immediately set about swapping the diff‟s over, pulling the Holden diff and front 
struts out of the original car and putting them in the new car, and vice versa, so at least the new one 
was now mobile. 
 
Over ensuing weeks, I stripped all I wanted out of the original car, and finally took it to the scrap metal 
dealer.  I decided I didn‟t want to run the Holden diff (the 3.09 ratio was way too high for Mallala, and I 
preferred a locked rather than LSD diff), and I couldn‟t run the front struts because of the modified 
lower control arm.  I couldn‟t run the VS Clubsport rotors because they required 16” wheels, and I 
remembered in the meantime that I couldn‟t run 16” wheels.  I managed to sell the Holden diff, wheels, 
Holden struts and brakes, and some other stuff via E-bay.  In the end, the only things I kept from the 
original car were the engine (SR20DET), gearbox, flares and air dam, and intercooler. 
 
I wanted to get the driveline completed before I dealt with the engine, so the first priority was to get 
some front adjustable coil over struts and shockers.  Barry at Datsport provided me with much 
assistance.  I made some adjustable castor tops as none were available for the Australian Bluebird.  I 
had the top part laser cut, and machined the remainder myself. 
 
I welded the diff, had a custom tailshaft made, and had custom springs made for the rear struts.  The 
rear struts were Pedders‟ units, and I knew that I‟d want to change them to adjustable coilovers at 
some point, but decided to leave that until later as I still had so much to do.  Well, the springs arrived 
on a Friday.  I went to Grand Auto Wreckers next morning, and just happened to see a pair of rear 
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adjustable coil over shockers for a Bluebird lying on the floor in the showroom! Unbelievable.  
Needless to say, I snapped those up, thus making my custom springs redundant.  I tried to sell them 
on E-bay but without success (not surprisingly). 
 
One of the other major development issues was the brakes. If you look in the car now, you‟ll see a 
brake master cylinder fitted to a brake booster.  Nothing unusual in that, you might think. However, 
there was considerable angst in arriving at that solution.  The original Bluebird brake cylinder and 
booster arrangement was relatively unique, in that the booster wasn‟t particularly good, and the 
firewall and booster bolt spacing unusual.  I needed a larger diameter master cylinder to cope with the 
Nissan 4 spot R32 calipers at the front. I‟d checked out Adam Allan‟s Bluebird, and saw that he wasn‟t 
running a booster. “Unusual”, I thought, in my ignorance.  I thought of making an adapter plate and 
mounting an R32 master cylinder on that, but the bolt spacings between the original and R32 cylinders 
were too close to make that a suitable solution, so I engaged my local brake business to try to find a 
cylinder that would either fit the existing spacing or had bolt centres at 90 degrees to the original 
cylinder.  During (the many) discussions with them, they advised me that the pedal would be too hard 
without a booster and that I should run one, so we looked into  a remote booster arrangement (in my 
ignorance, I wasn‟t aware that remote boosters existed.  I then supposed that Adam may have been 
using a remote booster; and that I didn‟t find it because I wasn‟t looking for it).  We started to head 
down that path, until it was recognised that it would boost only the front brakes and overload them.  I 
finally obtained an R32 brake cylinder and booster arrangement from Grand Auto Wreckers (who did 
you say? Ah! Grand Auto Wreckers), and made an adapter plate that required the booster to be turned 
through 90 degrees. I then engaged my brake people to find a master cylinder that would fit the more 
standard bolt spacing of the R32 booster, but with the mounting bolt orientation 90 degrees rotated.  
Needless to say, they/we didn‟t find one.  I had already damaged beyond use one booster, so went 
back to Grand Auto Wreckers and got another booster and cylinder.  That enabled me to experiment 
with the old booster, and I found I could separate the parts and rotate the front through 90 degrees.  I 
repeated the exercise on the latest booster I‟d got, and, lo and behold, I had a brake arrangement at 
last.  In speaking with Anthony at Grand Auto Wreckers soon after, he said most of the guys don‟t run 
a booster.  I wish he‟d told me that a few weeks earlier.  I wasn‟t about to change anything now, 
though. 
 
Mark Short built the roll cage for me. Thanks, Mark. Great job. 

 
With the driveline now complete, I set about wiring the 
Haltech Platinum Sprint 500 ECU to the engine.  That 
done, but without the radiator or intake piping 
connected, an attempt to start the engine was made.  
The engine was an unknown quantity, although I had 
put new bearings in the bottom end.  I didn‟t take the 
head off due to fear of the unknown (I knew nothing 
about SR20s). The engine fired, but was very rough.  
Roger Merritt (Toyota Corolla KE70 #26) was helping 
me and suggested changing the firing order in the 

ECU from 1342 to 1234.  With that change made, the engine ran very smoothly.  I‟d wired the ECU to 
the plugs in a 1342 configuration, then set the ECU to 1342. No wonder it didn‟t run well at first.  In 
fact it‟s a wonder it ran at all.  Having the engine running was another major milestone achieved. 
 
I installed the radiator and intercooler and piping, and took it to Sean at Boost Worx for dyno tuning on 
15th September 2010.  It produced 191rwkW, some 61 kW more than my Gemini.  There were several 
factors limiting the power to that figure, which are known and will be overcome after the first race 
meeting in October.  For now that‟s plenty of power for me to get used to. 
 
I had it corner weighted at Buik Motorworks, who also wheel aligned it, setting it up with some 3mm 
toe out.  In so doing he observed that the diff had 2mm toe out on one side and 3mm toe out on the 
other.  I had replaced a bent axle from that diff housing so it seems it‟s had a hard life. 
 
The car was painted by a friend who has a backyard painting business. 
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The car had its first test outing at Mallala on 25th September 2010. Boy, did it go.  The performance 
was phenomenal (well, compared with the Gemini), and it wasn‟t producing full power yet!!  
Performance was great, but straight line stability wasn‟t.  The car wandered all over the place, and 
was particularly disconcerting through „the kink‟ on the back „straight‟.  Consequently, I didn‟t have a 
lot of confidence to push the car too hard.  The lack of stability is probably associated with the front toe 
out, but I‟m sure the rear toe out is also aggravating the situation.  Having said that I wasn‟t confident 
in pushing the car too hard,  I did manage a 360 degree spin at turn 1.  Overall, the first outing was a 
success.  My brother timed me at 1m 23.6s, which was, not surprisingly, about a second faster than 
my previous best time in the Gemini, so that was encouraging., particularly as the car was handling so 
poorly. 
 
I have now to complete the items necessary to obtain a log book (window net, markings, etc), and 
replace the diff. housing with one that‟s hopefully straight. 
 
I expect to have the car ready for the State Championship Round 4 meeting at Mallala on 30-31 
October 2010.  That would effectively be the 12 month anniversary of the commencement of the 
project.  I was overseas for two months in that period, so the actual build time was 10 months.  It was 
10 months of flat out effort, with every night in the shed.  It‟s been a long and tiring road, and I 
wondered many times whether there would an end to it.  However, the end did come, and I‟m proud of 
the final result. 
 

I advise people contemplating getting 
into racing to buy a car, not build one.  It 
will be cheaper, quicker and a whole lot 
less effort to buy one.  I didn‟t take my 
own advice. 
 
The first race meeting for the car on 30-
31 Oct 2010 has now been and gone.  
The car made it through the weekend of 
racing with no mechanical issues that 
prevented me from racing or needed 
fixing during the meeting. It did develop 
„sticky‟ steering during the last race 
which I have still to investigate.  The 
best time achieved was 1m 22.808s, 
some 2 seconds better than the Gemini, 
and with lots more potential yet to be 
realised in both driver and car.  It was a 

very pleasing outcome. 
 

David Perry 
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POWERFUL    PERKY    &    PUNNY    P    
CARS 
 
PACKARD    USA    1899 – 1958 
James Packard was convinced that he could 
build a better car than the Winton he had 
just bought. Being an electrical equipment 
manufacturer his first single cylinder car built 
in 1899 featured an automatic ignition 
advance system. In 1903 the factory moved 
to Detroit and the four cylinder model also 
appeared. The famous yoked radiator 
appeared a year later. By 1912 Packard was 
well established as a maker of high quality 
luxury cars and this was further enhanced 
with the introduction of a new six cylinder 
engine. In 1916 the legendary V 12 of 6950 
cc was launched and this model went on to 
record almost half of Packard‟s sales. The V 
12 remained in service until 1923 when it 
was replaced by the first straight eight. This 
model also featured a four speed gearbox 
and four wheel brakes (although no longer 
the mainstay a further 5744 V 12‟s were built 
up to 1939). 
At the conclusion of the Second World War, 
as a gesture of good will, Packard sold their 
body dies to Russia. (This resulted in the 
ZIS-110 series, as seen at the Military 
Museum on a recent Austin 7 run).  
In 1953 Packard bought the struggling 
Studebaker company which was in financial 
trouble. In 1955 the revolutionary new 
Packard‟s with a new 5801 cc V8 engine 
and „Torsion – Level‟ suspension (which 
linked all four wheels) appeared. Although 
sales were reasonable the Studebaker debt 
dragged Packard down and the company 
was taken over by the Curtiss – Wright 
group as a tax loss.(Two stories about 
Packard. The first is that the Packard built, 
Rolls Royce designed V 12 Merlin aero 
engines, were the best and most reliable of 
all the engines built during WW2. The 
second is a personal story and occurred 
during a „Demolition Derby‟ at Rowley Park 
Speedway in the mid 1970‟s. I emerged from 
a pack and found myself heading straight at 
a Packard. I could not bring myself to smash 
into such an iconic car so I swerved away. 
Needless to say others didn‟t. So many 
great cars destroyed in those days.) 
 
 

PANHARD  ET  LAVASSOR    FRANCE    
1889 – 1967 
Panhard et Lavassor built their first Daimler 
engined car in 1891. By 1895 Panhard had 
developed their own vertical twin which 
replaced the Daimler V twin. They also 
mounted their engine in the front of the car 
and had rear wheel drive, a convention that 
was soon followed by most other 
manufacturers. In 1898 a four cylinder unit 
appeared. Panhards were very successful in 
racing, winning the 1894 Paris – Rouen, 
1896 Paris – Marseille – Paris, 1898 Paris – 
Amsterdam and 1899 Tour de France. In 
1906 a new four of 10.5 litres and a six of 11 
litres were included and by 1909 no fewer 
than four models ranging from the twin, two 
fours and a six were available. In 1910 the 
first four cylinder Knight sleeve valve model 
appeared and by 1912 this type of engine 
was dominant. In 1914 a six cylinder sleeve 
valve engine of 6597 cc was added. Post 
war production resumed and by 1925 all 
Panhards were powered by Knight sleeve 
valve motors (4,6 and 8‟s). A futuristic 
model, the „Dynamic‟ appeared in 1937. It 
featured three seats in the front with the 
steering wheel in the centre, had faired in 
headlights and wheels, and was built on a 
backbone chassis. After the Second world 
war a policy shift saw Panhard produce 
small cars which included the air cooled flat 
twin 610 cc „Dyna‟. Citroen took over the 
factory in 1967 and Panhard was forced to 
cease making cars. However their 
production of armoured cars continued. 
 
PANTHER    ENGLAND    1972  to date 
Bob Jankel‟s Panther works produced a 
remarkable amount of interesting cars. The 
Panther J72, which was built to resemble the 
legendary Jaguar SS 100 set the standard. 
Other models soon followed and these 
similarly resembled other classics such as 
the Ferrari FF, the Bugatti Royale and the 
Lancia D24. One off specials were also built 
including the spectacular 8.2 litre turbo 
charged Cadillac engined six wheeler (four 
wheels at the front, similar to Lady 
Penelope‟s car from the Thunderbirds 
series). Panther was taken over by Korean 
Young Kim in 1980. Production Lima‟s and 
Solo‟s continued to be built until the 
company was acquired by Ssanyong in 
1987. 
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PATHFINDER    USA    1911 – 1918 
The Pathfinder six was available in two 
models, the „Leather Stocking‟ and the 
„Daniel Boone‟. I would be interested to 
know how these model names came about. 
Any clues anyone? 
 
PEERLESS    USA    1900 – 1931 
Beginning with twin cylinder engines 
Peerless produced their first four in 1903. 
Much useful promotion was gained in 1904 
by the 11,120 cc „Green Dragon‟ racer 
driven by the famous Barney Oldfield (win 
on Sunday, sell on Monday). Now well 
established the first six appeared in 1907. 
This remained in production until all sixes 
were replaced with the new V8 of 1915. 
Continental engines were used in 1925 (Six 
cylinder), and 1929 (eight cylinder). 
Restyling failed to halt falling sales and the 
proposed 1931 V 16 never reached 
production. After the repeal of Prohibition 
Peerless re-emerged as the brewers of 
Carling Ale. (obviously a more reliable 
business). 
 
PEUGEOT    FRANCE    1889  To date 
Armand Peugeot built his first steam car in 
1889, and from 1891 made Daimler engined 
cars with rear engines. In 1896 Peugeot 
made his own engines. In 1902 the popular 
„Bebe‟ with 758 cc engine was launched. By 
1904 Peugeot was able to offer cars ranging 
in capacity from 1.7 litres through to 7.1 
litres. The first six cylinder of 10.4 litres 
appeared in 1908. In 1912 Bugatti designed 
a new 855 cc „Bebe‟ and a V4 of 1725 cc 
was also produced. From this time Peugeot 
entered motor racing with DOHC engines 
designed by Ernest Henry. Peugeot racers 
were victorious in many events including the 
French Grand Prix and the Indianapolis 500.  
Peugeot retained their popularity during the 
1920‟s with their basic model 201 (of 1100 
cc) later the model 301 (of 1500 cc). Also 
during this period Peugeot offered a sleeve 
valve six. The last of the pre-war six cylinder 
cars, the 601, appeared in 1936. A year later 
came the streamlined 402, which ran 
alongside the 202 and 302 models. After the 
war in 1947 the 1.3 litre model 203 was 
offered and this little car did extremely well 
in the Redex round Australia Rallies in the 
early 1950‟s. (I think they actually won. Was 
this so?). Next was the 1.5 litre 403 

launched in 1955. (Again I think one of these 
came second in the first Philip Island 500 
mile race. This was the race won by the 
Vauxhall Cresta). 
Over the last 50 years many varied models 
have been produced and they have all 
retained their popularity. Of course many 
merges took place along the way. In the 
1970‟s Peugeot took control first of Citroen 
and then Chrysler Europe. Further ties with 
Renault and Volvo saw the model 605 of 
1975 use the V6 „PRV‟ (Peugeot, Renault, 
Volvo) engine. Further alliances saw the 
joint Citroen and Fiat body pressings used 
on the model 806 MPV. 
Peugeot again dabbled in motor racing with 
their Formula 1 racing cars and their highly 
successful Le Mans sports cars. Today‟s 
Peugeots are well built, sporty and still very 
popular. Another interesting thing I heard 
about Peugeot, and I assume that it is true, 
is that Peugeot has „incorporated‟ or 
registered as a „trade-mark‟ the '0' in the 
centre of their model range numbers. Ferrari 
had a lot of trouble getting around this when 
they were about to launch one of their 
models with a '0' in the centre of the model 
range. Can anyone verify this for me?  
 
PIC – PIC    SWITZERLAND    1905 – 1924 
Hydraulic engineering company Piccard-
Pictet began building cars for the Societe 
d‟Automibile a Geneve (SAG) which were 
very similar to the recently introduced 
Hispano Suiza. The first cars were shaft 
driven fours, and their first six appeared in 
1907. Single sleeve valve engines appeared 
in 1912. Their 1914 Grand Prix car featured 
front wheel brakes and hydraulic shock 
absorbers. The firm was reformed after the 
World 1919 financial crash and the car 
making arm was sold off to a group of 
financiers. The 3 litre sleeve valve model 
shown at the 1924 Geneva Salon proved to 
be the last of the Pic-Pics. 
 
PIERCE – ARROW    USA    1901 – 1938 
George Pierce began business in Buffalo 
NY. in 1865 making bird and squirrel cages. 
From here the company progressed to 
making cycle spokes and eventually into the 
motor industry. After an un-successful steam 
powered car in 1900 a De Dion engined 
quadricycle was built. This was followed by 
the first production model, the De Dion 
engined Motorette. In 1902 came a 15 HP 
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twin, the first Arrow, which was followed in 
1904 by the Mercedes inspired Great Arrows 
of 24 & 28 HP. The following year 30 & 40 
HP Great Arrows were produced, and Pierce 
Arrow won the 1000 mile Glidden reliability 
tour for the first of four consecutive times. 
From 1905 cast aluminium body panels 
were used and the first Pierce six cylinder 
appeared. (Pierce adopted the Pierce – 
Arrow name in 1909. By 1910 only sixes 
were available, the largest being the „66‟ 
model of 11,700 cc. ( this was up-rated to 
13,514 cc in 1912 making it America‟s 
biggest ever production car). The marques 
distinctive fender mounted headlamps 
appeared in 1913. Other highlights included 
four valve per cylinder motors in 1918,the 
dropping of right hand steering in 1920 and 
the first four wheel braked model which 
appeared in 1925. A lowlight was the Art 
Deco styled model of 1928. The public were 
not ready for this  yet and sales suffered, 
precipitating in an ill timed merger with 
Studebaker. 
The new 6 litre straight eight of 1929 was an 
excellent car and 8,000 were sold in its first 
year. However from here sales again slowly 
declined. In 1932 an exciting new V 12 was 
produced and it immediately made its mark 
by setting a new 24 hour production car 
speed record. This record was broken the 
following year and the record was raised to 
117 mph. (that is it averaged 188 kph for 24 
hours. That was quite a feat considering the 
time taken for refuelling, tyre changes, driver 
changes and general servicing that would 
have occurred). In 1933, shortly after a 
consortium of Buffalo businessmen had 
bought Pierce – Arrow back from 
Studebaker an ultra streamlined „Silver 
Arrow‟ was built for the Chicago World Fair. 
Although the 1936 range of cars were very 
good they failed to halt the sales slide and 
the company eventually folded.  
 
PLYMOUTH    USA    1928 to date 
Chrysler went into the low priced field with 
the Plymouth in 1928. Demand was so great 
that a second factory had to be built in 1929. 
By 1934 a million cars had been produced. 
1932 saw the first six cylinder model and an 
unusual feature of the 1933 model was an 
automatic clutch which operated every time 
the throttle was released. Production 
continued steadily with Plymouth sales 
hovering around third place behind the big 

two (Ford and Chevrolet) until the big car, 
big fins, big motor era of the mid 1950‟s. In 
1960 the compact Plymouth Valiant was 
launched with the slant six ohv motor (this 
was also the year that the faithful sv six was 
discontinued). In 1962 big cars were still 
available with the Fury (the star of the movie 
Christine), Belvedere and Belvedere 
Satellite with its 7 litre V8 producing 425 HP 
among the favourites. 1964 saw the iconic 
fast back Barracuda make its appearance 
and by 1967 there were a staggering 38 
different models available each with a wide 
variety of engine options.  
 
Performance was a Plymouth trademark and 
the super fast GTX, Road Runner (its horn 
sounded like the cartoon character from 
which it took its name), it also claimed to be 
the world‟s fasted coupe with a top speed of 
160 mph (257 kph). 1200 limited edition 
„Super Bird‟ Road Runners were also built 
which were faster again. In the cartoon 
movie “Cars‟ (one of my favourite movies), 
the King (Richard Petty) is driving a „Super 
Bird‟ which had the high rear spoiler. 
The 1973 oil crisis seriously damaged the 
big car market, and by the mid 70‟s the 
compact cars ruled (although many were still 
V8 powered). By the end of the 70‟s the 
smaller European and Japanese Mitsubishi 
models were rebadged as Plymouths, and 
the traditional Plymouths were simply 
derivatives of the parent Chrysler products. 
 
PONTIAC    USA    1926 to date 
The Pontiac was released as a low priced 
running mate for GM‟s Oakland. It is the only 
marque created (rather than acquired) by 
GM to last more than a couple of seasons. 
In 1935 the „Silver Streak‟ styling was 
launched.   The chromed strips along the 
bonnet and down the boot lid, along with the 
figure head of Indian Chief Pontiac made 
these cars easily recognised. Side valve 
straight sixes and eights were the 
predominant engines used until the advent 
of the V8‟s in the mid 50‟s. Pontiac‟s 
compact model of 1961 was the Tempest 
which was fitted with a four cylinder engine 
of 3,179 cc.. The big cars were still available 
with the GTO (with engines up to 7.5 litres) 
being very popular. In 1966 Pontiac sold 
95,000 GTO‟s. Other sporting models 
included the Firebird, Grand Am, Trans Am 
and Bonneville. From the 1980‟s onwards it 
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appears that Pontiac was more closely 
aligned with other GM products and shared 
many of their components. One of the latest 
ranges were Australian built Commodores 
with minor body modifications and fitted with 
Pontiac badges and of course big V8‟s. 
 
PORTER    USA    1919 – 1922 
  The Porter was one of the most expensive 
cars built in the USA at this time, costing 
upwards of $10,000.The self designed four 
cylinder engine of 6516 cc. produce 140 bhp 
making it the most powerful car in America 
at the time. A total of 34 cars were built with 
bodywork provided by the finest coach 
builders available. 
 
PORSCHE    AUSTRIA    GERMANY    
1948 to date 
After his release from interment in France, 
Ferdinand Porsche settled in Austria. He 
created his first cars using 1086 cc VW 
engines and light sporting aluminium bodies, 
but after building 50 cars found shortages of 
components, supplies and labour too 
difficult. The move was made to Germany 
where many variations of his original model 
356 occurred, including larger engines up to 
1966 cc and various body styles. In 1966 the 
famous ohc flat six 911 appeared. From 
here onwards a huge range of many varied 
Porsches have been produced. The variety 
of engines used include, flat four and six air 
and water cooled, in line water cooled fours 
and V8‟s. Some of these engines were turbo 
charged and could be found front, mid or 
rear mounted. They could be two or four 
wheel drive. Today Porsche still built exciting 
cars for both the road and track. 
 
PREMIER    USA    1903 – 1925 
The Premier from Indianapolis was always a 
well built car. Air or water cooling was 
available and a notable transverse air cooled 
four was listed in 1904. To prove their 
strength and reliability a convoy of twelve 
Premiers drove across America in 1913. The 
Premiers of 1919-1921 featured Cutler-
Hammer magnetic gear shift, controlled by a 
lever on the steering wheel, a monobloc 
alloy six cylinder engine of 4838 cc which 
featured aluminium pistons and overhead 

valves. Sadly this company ceased 
operations in 1925. 
 
PRINCE    JAPAN    1952 – 1966 
The Tachikawa Aircraft Company first built 
the 1.5 litre Prince. In 1955 the Skyline 
appeared and this became the first 
Japanese car to be sold in Europe (from 
1957). The 1.9 litre Gloria was built in 1961 
and this model was later available with 
engines up to 2.5 litres. The Prince Royal 
heralded the merger with Nissan (Datsun). 
The Skyline GT sold in Australia was a real 
rocket ship. The six cylinder ohc motor 
featured three twin throat side draught 
Weber carbys. Sure was a sight for young 
boys to drool over. 
 
PROTON    MALAYSIA    1985 to date 
A 70/30 % joint venture between the 
Malaysian government and Mitsubishi, this 
rapidly growing company produced 12 
models in two body styles all using 
Mitsubishi engines. Proton now produces an 
ever expanding range of value for money 
cars. Proton is now the owner of Lotus cars 
and they are also heavily involved in motor 
sport.  
 
 
QUICK,    QUIRKY    &    QUAINT    Q    
CARS 
 
QUEEN    CANADA    1901 – 1903 
A gas buggy from Toronto with a single 
cylinder engine. 
 
QUEEN    ENGLAND    1904 – 1905 
„The car for the millions or the millionaire‟ 
were sold as 12 hp and 16 hp models. 
 
QUEEN    USA    1904 – 1907 
Chain driven one, two and four cylinder cars 
built by Blomstrom, who also built a 
gyroscopic car. 
 
QUICK    USA    1899 – 1900 
This was the first American car to have an 
overhead camshaft engine. The twin cylinder 
engine had a chain driven ohc and 
developed 4 bhp at 700 rpm. 
 

 
 

 

 



Austin 7 Journals                                               Page 44                                               January 2011 

 

 

 

 
 

 If undeliverable return to: 

 Austin 7 Club SA Inc 

 262 Tapleys Hill Road

 SEATON  SA  5023

   

 Austin 7 Journals

   

   

   

   
  
 

    PRINT 

     POST 

 PP535160/0009 

   

  

 

 

 

  POSTAGE 
      PAID  
 AUSTRALIA 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


