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Dawes Boys News 

 

The Chummy broke a front spring between William Creek and Coober Pedy on the Dirt road. 

The boys had some time at Kulgera so they changed the main leaf. Andrew had a spare one wired 

up under the car. 

They arrived in Alice Springs on Friday and are spending the weekend at the Centre Nats. 

Plans are to start heading  home on Tuesday coming back down the Stuart Highway.  

From Woomera they will be heading home to Meningie where the Austin will be shedded for a 
well deserved rest.  
Questions frequently asked along the way include; 
How fast are you travelling? Answer average 36mph 
How much fuel do you use. About 40mpg.  



 

 



 

 



 

Andrew asking for directions 

 

Out front of the Eldo Hotel in Woomera 



 

 

 



What’s on and What’s not 
Arthur Clisby Memorial Picnic Day  13th Sep 2020 at Wirrina is ON. Depart 9.30a.m. from the 

Victoria  Hotel Car Park Top of Tapleys Hill. Stop at Yankalilla for Morning tea and purchase of 

lunch. 

Saturday 19th September Austin 7 Club Spares will be open from 9am-12 noon. Covid-19 Re-
strictions in place. Only come along if you want to purchase parts. No Chatting no window shop-
ping. Only 2 members in the shed at a time. 
 
V8 Supercars at Tailem bend ON 19-20th  September ON  
 
Coffee and Cars at Unley Shopping Centre 20th September ON 
 
V8 Supercars at Tailem bend ON 26-27th September ON 
 
Bay to Birdwood 27.9.20 ON  

Historic Collingrove 2-4 October 2020 OFF 

 Motorcycle Only Swap Meet, ON 4th October 2020 at Balhannah Oval Balhannah. 

Running on Empty Sunday 4th October Mainline Drive–In Gepps Cross ON iconic Aust. car movie 

tickets must be prebooked. 

Strathalbyn Swap Cancelled October 2020 

Blues Brothers Gepps Cross Drive Inn Friday 9th October 7.00pm  tickets must be pre -booked. 

Gawler CC Veteran & Vintage run 11 Oct ON 

Morgan Swap Meet 11th October ON 

Riverland Rally 17-19 October 2020 ON Note entries have closed on the 1st of September.  

London – Brighton Run 25th October VSCC ON Departs London Rd Mile End at 10am 

Motoclassica Melbourne November 2020 OFF 

Climb to the Eagle 6 Nov 2020 OFF 

Bendigo Swap Meet 14-15 Nov 2020 OFF 

Gilbert’s Motoring Festival Strathalbyn 29.11.20 OFF 

Valley Rodders Cruise on Tanunda 15/1 – 17/1 Cancelled 

Sellick’s Beach Motor Cycle races 13-14 March 2021 ON 

 

 All events are subject to change please check with organisers. 

 

https://fhmcsa.org.au/index.php?id=10&evId=71


Coming Events  

 

 

**** Yes It's On **** 

2nd Annual Arthur Clisby Memorial Picnic Day 

Sunday 13th September 

Looking for a Great Day Out take the drive to picturesque Wirrina, bring your chairs, rugs 

and lunch or give the cook a day off and buy your lunch there,  - chill out and enjoy the day - 

it's free. 

Coming - why Not  

To help us plan the day please let Brian know by Wednesday 9th September 

         How many Cars/ motorbikes, trucks or Tractors - we're not fussy 

          If you will be buying food there, they need to know - we don't want you to go hungry 

Brian's contact details are cynbri6@bigpond.com. ph. 0400 826 969  

If current COVID-19 conditions change the event may have to cancelled please check prior to the 
event for any changes  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:cynbri6@bigpond.com


 
 

 

 AUSTIN 7 CLUB OF SA INC 

RUN SHEET for SUNDAY 13 SEPTEMBER 2020 

VICTORIA HOTEL CAR PARK TO WIRRINA COVE RESORT for the Arthur Clisby Picnic Day organised 

by the Federation of Historic Motoring Clubs SA Inc 

DEPART 9.30AM FROM VICTORIA HOTEL CAR PARK 

TURN LEFT ONTO SOUTH ROAD proceed in southerly direction. 

Continue on South Road through Morphett Vale, Hackham, bi pass Old Noarlunga. 

Keep heading south towards Sellicks Hill to Myponga, and Yankalilla. 

At Yankalilla enter town and before Bakery turn left into oval area and park. 

Go into Bakery and purchase morning tea and lunch if required. 

After the break continue towards Normanville but before entering town, turn left towards Cape 

Jervis and Wirrina Cove Resort. 

Drive past Lady Bay Golf Club, and Gulf St Vincent on your right. Continue on and follow road as it 

turns inland.  

A few kilometres on, there will be a Federation sign pointing you to turn right into Wirrina Cove 

Resort. 

Follow road down and turn right at another Federation sign into Wirrina Cove Caravan Park and 

Oval where you will be directed to park by a Marshall. 

There will be announcements and music played during the day, please enjoy your stay at Wirrina, 

and please wander around, renew acquaintances and have a look at your fellow enthusiasts’ 

vehicles. 

Thank you for coming on today’s picnic day which commemorates the life and times of Arthur 

Clisby who was a driving force within the Federation of Historic Motoring Clubs in the creation of 

the Bay to Birdwood Run with its first run in 1980 and in parallel with this event negotiated with 

the SA Government for the introduction of the Conditional Registration Scheme which in 1998 

became a scheme enhanced by the use of a log book and becoming arguably the best scheme in 

Australia!   

In a fortnight’s time the Bay to Birdwood will be held on 27 September 2020 completing 40 years 

of the event.  Long may this event continue to be a part of our lives. 

 



 

All British Day February 2021 

The Austin 7 is 100 years old in 2022 and we need to be the featured Marque at the ABD in 2022. 

 

Austins Over Australia  24th – 29th August 2021  

Is being held at Port Stephens in N.S.W.  

 

We also need to be thinking about what else we are going to be doing in 2022 to celebrate the 

100th Anniversary of the Austin 7. 

National rally in Warrnambool  Victoria. April 2022. I have already booked 20 rooms in a suitable 

Motel in Warrnambool for us to stay in. 

 

 



 

 



Past Events  
 
The Bend Classic at Tailem Bend 6th September 2020 

Every type of car was represented from Stuart 
Brown’s 1919 Dodge to cars that raced at the AGP in 
Adelaide. 
Wolf Semler competited in his Ulsteroid and had a 
great time. 

 

Wolf praying to the Gods of Speed 
 



 

Andrew Grace down loading Wolf’s data (or is he 
asleep) 

 
Lycoming Special                                         Yes it is an Austin 1800 Automatic 
 

 
Singer Special 



 

 

 
 

 

Historic Motorcycle demonstrations  



Coffee and Cars at Blackwood 6th September 

Huge crowd, both car parks were full with a variety of 
vehicles.  
This event is on the first Sunday of the Month. 
 

 

 

  

 



English Racing Austin 7’s 
 
 

 

 

 



Brooklands 1925 
 

 

 
 
 
Brooklands 2019 
 

 
 



Technical Tips  
 

New Spokes in a 19" Wheel 
If 19" wheels have sound, but rusty, rims they can be restored except for the spokes 
that have rusted away and have been reduced in their thickness and strength.  It is 
possible to re-spoke some of the wheels keeping any spokes which are still useable 
and replacing the others.  

 
Before I took the wheels apart I made an assembly board from a section of 38 mm 
kitchen work-top and some wooden blocks.  I laid a wheel on the work-top and 
screwed three or foul blocks tightly against the rim and the centre.  I also marked 
around the outside of centre with a pen.  This will help locate it. 

 I used heat to free off the nipples and gripped them with mole-grips, tightening 
before loosening, in order to reduce the damage to the nipples.  A nipple key would 
have just slipped around and damaged the nipples.  

Once the wheel had been taken apart I de-rusted the rim and centre and any spokes 
which could be reused. 

 
In the centre of the wheel there are two rows of 12 spoke holes set slightly apart 
around the larger diameter and two rows of 6 spoke holes also set slightly apart 
around the small diameter of the centre.  This allows the spokes to cross over 
without bending.  

  
The rim has 12 groups of three holes consisting of the outer holes in each group set 
slightly offset from the inner hole.  More on this later. 

  

  

 
 



 

 
Now it is time to set up the spokes.  Thread the shorter spokes, 24 in total, through 
the holes in the large diameter of the centre, filling all the holes.  Lay the rim on the 
assembly board making sure the inner-tube valve hole is directly away from you at 
the 12 o'clock position, and the middle holes in the group of three holes are 
uppermost.  Make sure the rim is held firmly by the blocks.  Now place the centre 
into the middle of the rim you need not locate it in its blocks yet.  Make sure that one 
of the wheel stud holes, not the locating stud holes, is directly in line with the valve 
hole in the rim.   

Now take the spoke closest to the 12 o'clock position in the lower row of holes in the 
centre and place in the hole in the rim on the right of the group of three holes at 
approximately 1 o'clock.  Screw on a nipple a few turns, just to prevent the spoke 
from coming out.  Repeat this process until all 12 spokes in the lower row are in 
place.  You now do the opposite.  Take the spoke nearest the 12 o'clock position and 
place it into the hole on the left of the group of three in the 11 o'clock position, screw 
on a nipple as before and repeat until all are in place. 

Now is the time to press the centre into the blocks so that it is positively held in 
place. Make sure it is firmly down flat on the board, also the outer rim.  

Take the longer spokes and thread the first one into the lower row of holes in the 
small diameter centre which should be almost in the 12 o'clock position.  Take this 
spoke to the middle hole in the group in the rim in the 10 o'clock position.  Again 
screw on a nipple as before.  Repeat this process until 6 long spokes are in 
place.  The spokes should now look like the following picture.  The last step is to 
place in the last 6 spokes in turn taking them the opposite way to fill the remaining 
holes.  Before you start to tighten the spokes just check the pattern with an existing 
wheel.  It is easier to correct any mistakes now than later.  Also check that the 
spokes do not lie across the wheel stud holes.  If you set the rim and centre up with 
the valve hole and any of the wheel fixing stud hole in the 12 o'clock position all 
should be well. 

 



 
Tighten all the nipples, by hand, a bit at a time making sure that both the rim and 
centre remain firmly on the assembly board.  Keep working around the wheel until 
they begin to grip the rim.  If the centre lifts from the board the top spokes are too 

tight and need to be slackened If the rim lifts off of the board then the lower spokes 
are too tight and need to be slackened.  Any adjustments must be slight and the rim 
or centre pressed home after each adjustment until it sits firmly on the board.  

 Eventually the time comes to tighten the spokes using a spoke key or home made 
spanner.  Keep checking the rim and centre all the time until the spokes ring sharply 
when hit with the spanner and all spokes of similar length ring at approximately the 
same note. 
 
Having built the wheel with care there will be little need to carry out any final 
trimming.  This is done by spinning the wheel on a hub and noting any sideways or 
up and down movement of the rim.  
 
To correct sideways movement tighten the short spokes and slacken the long 
spokes, or vice versa depending on direction, a very little and do several on either 
side of the worst position on the rim.  To correct up and down movement tighten both 
long and short equally where the rim is at its lowest when spun and slacken both 
sets of spokes diametrically opposite, again do a group of spokes either side of the 
place being adjusted and a little at a time.  
 
When finished, grind off any spoke projecting above the head of the nipple into the 
tube space.  It is definitely easier to do than to describe.  
 
When ordering spokes do make sure that you provide an accurate measurement of 
the length and where your measurements are taken from as the spoke length can be 
quoted as an overall length or the length of the straight part of the spoke as in the 
'Austin Seven Source Book' by Brian Purves. 

This article, written by Malcolm Watts, originally appeared in CA7C Seven Focus in Jan 2003 pp23-25. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Health and Safety 

 

 



The Duke’s Highway 1930’s 

 

Coonalpyn silos that we visited on the Pre War run in 2019 

 

 



The answer to last weeks what is it? 

It is a water cooled manifold for a 

marinised Austin Seven Thetis motor.  

 

THE AUSTIN THETIS SEVEN H.P. MARINE ENGINE.—The above view reveals the 

compact proportions and robust design. Note the water pump and hand starting gear mounted 

forward and the generous build of the reverse gear. Rubber mountings, a detachable head, 

and pump fuel feed are further features. 

 

The announcement that Austin marine power units are being exhibited in the Marine Section 

in the Grand Hall annexe at the Olympia Motor Show revives memories of pre-war days 

when Austin engines were in wide demand for propelling small sea-going and inland water 

craft. In fact, Maple Leaf IV, which in 1912 won the International Trophy from America was 

propelled by engines of Austin manufacture. 

 

Thus the re-entry of the Austin concern into the realm of marine engineering is a develop-

ment of first importance and their wisdom in beginning with marine editions of the famous 

Austin Seven and Ten-Four power units will be widely commended. The Seven unit for ma-

rine work is styled the "Thetis" and although designed specifically for motor boats, or as an 

auxiliary in sailing vessels, it incorporates all the essential features which have contributed to 

the universal success of this game little power unit. The cooling water is circulated by a spe-

cial pump driven from the front end of the cam-shaft, and passes through coils in the oil res-

ervoir to control the temperature of the lubricant. It then circulates through the water-jacketed 

manifold before being discharged into the exhaust system. A by-pass cock provides a means 



of controlling the working temperature. 

 

A special hand starting gear and a simple yet robust reverse gear are incorporated. Another 

special marine feature is the in-corrodible aluminium alloy used for the crank-case. To pre-

vent the engine racing in neutral, and to facilitate manoeuvring, the throttle control is con-

nected to the reversing lever so that the engine idles when the drive is disengaged. 

 

All parts are highly accessible, and the detachable head simplifies decarbonising. Rubber en-

gine mounting damp out vibration. The bore and stroke are 2.2 in. (56 m.m.) by 3 ins. (76 

m.m.). Giving a capacity of 45.6 cubic inches (747 c.c.), and developing over 13 b.h.p. at 

3,000 r.p.m., this willing little unit should admirably suit marine requirements. 

 

It is being exhibited on the Austin marine stand, No. 182, as a unit ready for installation, as 

well as completely installed in a i5ft. 6in. yacht's tender with a Birmabright hull. 

 

 

 



Austin 7 Sports and Specials  

 

 

 

 

 



Buy Sell & Exchange 
 

Wanted to Buy 

 

Floor and transmission tunnel for 1935-1937 Austin 7  

The one in this car has been cut out and not replaced. 

If you can help Phone Brett 0414 854 805 

(Littlehampton) 

 

 



Wanted to Buy 

Austin Big 7 Parts 1938-1939 

Anything appreciated 

Phone Andy Bishop  

0418 850 106 

 

 

 

 

 



Wanted to Buy 

Austin 7 rolling chassis, parts restoration projects, any 

prewar cyclecar stuff., will pay top $$$$ for the right 

things. Contact Locky on 0478 210 944 (Maslins Beach 

S.A.) 

 

 



 

Friday Funnies 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 


