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What’s on and What’s not 

25.10.20 London – Brighton Run VSCC ON Departs London 

Rd Mile End at 10am 

1.11.20 Austin 7 Club Breakfast ON Mt Lofty Summit for 

breakfast then to Warrawong Sanctuary run sheet attached. 

 Entry to Warrawong MUST BE PAID FOR BEFORE THE DAY. 

$10.80 per head 

November Motoclassica Melbourne  OFF 

6.11.20 Climb to the Eagle OFF 

14-15.11.20 Bendigo Swap Meet OFF 

28.11.20 Subs and Rego Day ON 

29.11.20 Gilbert’s Motoring Festival Strathalbyn OFF 

6.12.20 Subs and Rego Day ON 

14.12.20 Austin 7 Club of SA Annual General Meeting ON 

7.30 p.m. at Clubrooms 

15.1.21 Valley Rodders Cruise on Tanunda Cancelled 

14.2.21 All British Day Cancelled 

21.2.21 All American Day ON  

13-14.3.21 Sellick’s Beach Motor Cycle races ON 

 

All events are subject to change please check with organisers. 



Page 3 Girl 

 

I have no idea what they are saying but does it matter 

Sillier than a Seven 

 

 



Coming Events 
Breakfast Run 1st November 2020 If you would like to go please 

contact the treasurer. 

           

Breakfast & Warrawong Run Sheet – Mt Lofty Summit to Warrawong Wildlife Sanctuary 

  
Instructions 

Approx Distance    

  Miles Km    

  Arrive at Mt Lofty by 8:45am to be ready to order at 9:00am 

We will aim to leave Mt Lofty at 10:15am 
  

   

  1. Depart Mt Lofty Summit towards Crafers  1.9 3.0    

  2. At roundabout, take 2nd exit over Freeway 0.1 0.1    

  3. At 2nd roundabout Turn take 1st exit for 200m  0.1 0.2    

  4. Turn left onto Waverley Ridge Road 0.2 0.3    

  5. At roundabout take 2nd exit (i.e. right turn) onto Ayers Hill Road 0.25 0.4    

  6. Go through one roundabout and continue on Ayers Hill Road 0.3 0.5    

  7. At roundabout take 3rd exit (i.e. right turn) onto Avenue Road 0.3 0.5    

  8. Continue onto Longwood Road 2.5 4.1    

  9. Turn left onto Stock Road 0.3 0.5    

  10. Just after William Road intersection, arrive at Warrawong on 
Left. 

  
   

  Distance:  Mt Lofty to Warrawong Wildlife Sanctuary 6.0 9.6    



             

    

 

AUSTINS OVER AUSTRALIA  

2021 

 

     IN ASSOCIATION   PORT STEPHENS 
WITH THE AMVC NSW      
 

Tuesday 24th to Sunday 29th August  

 

Newsletter No. 1 

 

 
The Austin A40 Car Club of NSW Inc. welcomes and invites you to attend our Austins Over 

Australia in August 2021 at Port Stephens. There have been 229 Expressions of Interest received by 

the committee and planning of the event is underway. Our Club is being supported by members of 

the Austin Motor Vehicle Club.  

 

The Port Stephens Council have been very helpful in providing facilities for us to use. If you have 

not reserved your accommodation we recommend that you do it soon. Nelson Bay has a great 

variety of accommodation available, which can be found at www.portstephens.org.au 

 

Registration forms will be emailed when we have settled on final event prices. 

 

Port Stephens is a body of water and a council area, encompassing the localities of Nelson Bay, 

Shoal Bay, Salamander Bay, Soldiers Point, Fingal Bay, and Taylor’s Beach, all within about 10 

square kilometres. 

 

Our program is looking like this: 

*Tuesday 24th Registration Day and Meet and Greet 

*Wednesday to Friday various events 

*Saturday 28th Display Day at Fly Point, followed by Presentation Dinner. 

*Sunday 29th Farewell Breakfast. 

 

If you have any enquires  

 

CONTACT DETAILS: 

 

Event Director, ROBERT MILLER 

Phone: 0419 148 227 Email: austinsoveroz2021@gmail.com 

 

Secretary, KAREN AUSTIN 

Phone: 0492 814 128 Email: austinsoveroz2021@gmail.com 

Postal Address: 62 Bambil Road, Berowra NSW 2081 
 

 

 



The Expression of interest form for 2022 National 

Rally in Warrnambool has been released. 

If you are going and would like Motel accommodation 

please let me know as I have booked a Motel close to 

the centre of Warrnambool with room for trailer 

parking. 

If you would like to drive your Austin 7 to 

Warrnambool you will not be alone. 

 

 

 



 

 

 



Past Events  

Riverland Rally at Waikerie last weekend. 
 There were 10 A7 club vehicles on the event includ-
ing, 

 Drage, A95:    Baker, Mercedes 350 SL:   Searles, 
Freeway:   Hill, VW Golf Cabriolet:   Lewis, A16:  
 Spangler, Humber Vogue:  Sutton, Datsun 120Y:  
 Cutting, Leyland P76:   Keegan, A30 CP:  

 

 Paul & Beverly Ragless A7 Van  . 

 

 



 

 

 



The Austin Works Racer Single-seater dates from 1934. 

 

Developed by Murray Jamieson, and running on alcohol sprint fuel 

it could develop a remarkable 85 bhp at 8500 rpm. 

 

It was in this car, known as ‘No 2’, that Pat Driscoll achieved 

140mph on Southport Sands in March 1934, a speed at which no 

side-valve car of any capacity had travelled in Britain before. 

 

This photo shows Driscoll in the cockpit at Brooklands with Murray 

Jamieson looking on in the glasses and greatcoat. 

 

 

 

 

 



A celebration of John Whitehouse's efforts with 
Austin Sevens. 

  

This story starts with his second special, always known as the “Carrot” a 
combination of its shape and colour. Built in 1961 with help from Dale Shaw 
and body builder Barry Hudson. The Shark nose was completed prior to Fer-
rari using the same concept for their new F1 cars. The tail was taken from a 
mould for reproduction Meteor Sports bodies that were manufactured here 
in Melbourne in the 1920’s. 
The original set up included a split front axle and leaf spring. The same layout 
used by John Bowring on his racing car a few years earlier. Later on John W. 
made the conversion to full independent front suspension. 
  
Selling the “Carrot" to Lachie Sharp in late 1965, John with help from his 
good friend, engineer Bill Morling saw the pair laying out the side rails on the 
floor of John’s garage on New Years Eve. There can’t be many famous racing 
cars that can claim NYE as their birthdate. The Whitmor (a combiation of 
their surnames) was designed to comply with the UK 750 Formula. Finished 
just in time to get to the popular Collingrove Hillclimb and Mallala Race 
meeting that Easter 1966, John had a very successful weekend with his new 
and untested car. First in his class at Collingrove and third place in his first 
race a Formula Libre race for racing cars of all capacities. John later wrote 
that despite teething problems including oil surge, overheating and having to 
relocate both the accelerator and brake pedals after his foot was trapped 
under the brake pedal during practise resulting in a couple of off track excur-
sions and having to start from the back of the grid. 

 

John Whitehouse Collingrove Easter 1964 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

Gavin Sandford Morgan leading Tony Johns and Gavin 

Sala at Mallala 

 



 

 

Tony Johns Gynkhana Special add Allan Tyrell’s Racing 

car body to become Tony Johns First racing car. 

 

 



Tony Johns leading Trevor Cole in the ex Fleming 

Austin into Clubhouse corner at Mallala 

 

 

Lachie Sharp in The Carrot Easter 1966 at Mallala

 

Tony Johns no roll bar 1965 at Mallala 



 

 

Tony Johns Refuelling with Roll Bar  

 

 

 

Tony Johns Lakeland Hill climb mid 1960’s 



 

 

 

 

Tony Johns 1970 Hume Weir mid 1970’s Boxing day 

meeting 

 



 
 
 
 
 

The Austin 7 Club stand taken at the Exhibition Building during the 
Racing Car Show  promoted by Jim Abbott and John Whitehouse. 
  
From left. Nigel Tait’s then new Formula Austin. The engine from 
the Whitmor Austin. The restored supercharged Ulster chassis 
belonging to Doug Head, a pre war Austin dealer and driver. The 
alloy inlet manifold can be seen. 
In the background Austin 7 with a locally built Ace two seater body 
and Tony Johns racing Austin." 
  
  
The original Autosportsman magazine publisher and Lakeland 
Hillclimb owner, Jim Abbott ran some Racing Car Show's in 
1969/70. 
  
 

 

 



Technical tips  

Austin 7 Differential Bearings  

 

The Austin Seven Manual' by Doug Woodrow includes a story of the 
special pair of special 'narrow outer ring' Angular Contact front 
crankshaft ball bearings initially fitted to the 1934-39 crankcase and 
the problems which can be caused when using standard bearings 
with the two different housing depths (page A2-45). The same 
'narrow outer ring' bearing problem also applies to the Angular 
Contact differential pinion thrust bearings introduced at the same 
time. There is no reference to this in either Woodrow or The Austin 
Seven Companion, so let us investigate. 

When a pair of angular contact bearings were introduced to the 
torque tube to take pinion thrust in 1931 these also had the 'narrow 
outer ring' design- as were the two crown wheel side AC bearings 
1929/39 and the 1929/30 pinion front (flange) end bearing. The 
Austin Motor Company, used the narrow special bearings which they 
called Double Purpose Bearings. 

The June 1931 Austin 7 Parts List 670F lists the special narrow outer 
ring bearings, but the March 1935 list 1218A only lists standard 
bearings, which could indicate that later differentials were equipped 
with the standard bearings. 

The standard design of angular contact bearings allows for a pair to 
be mounted back to back or face to face but these Austin specials 
with the 'reduced' outer ring width must always be mounted back to 
back. 

A prewar SKF Austin Seven bearing application listing shows these 
Differential Bearings as W number specials and a discussion with an 
SKF bearing history specialist gave the following information- 

 1929/30 Pinion Front (Flange) end - W 6535 (can be replaced 
by RHP MJT 7/8, SKF AMS 7 - Spares Number 0391 ) 



 1929-37 Differential Side - W 6356 (later I-132509) (can be 
replaced by RHP LJT 1 1/4, SKF ALS 10 - Spares Number 0389) 

 1931-37 Pinion thrust - 2 x W 6898 (can be replaced by 2 x RHP 
LJT 1, SKF  ALS 8 but see below*) 

(Also refer - Hoffman N 1917, R&M 3-LJT 1, FBC LBS10AC ) 

All of these W number special bearings had a 1/32" reduced width 
outer ring on the non thrust side. 

Bearing Mounting 

In the 1929/30 differential the pinion front bearing RHP MJT 7/8, SKF 
AMS 7 will correctly replace W 6535 with no change required. 

In the 1929-37 differential the side bearing RHP LJT 1 1/4, SKF ALS 10 
will correctly replace W 6356 with no change required. 

*In the 1931/32 differential, fitting a pair of standard full width 
angular contact pinion bearings RHP LJT 1, SKF ALS 8 in place of W 
6898 will displace the pinion toward the crown wheel by 1/32" and 
cause the housing C nut to sit 1/16" out. To correct this, the torque 
tube bearing seating must be machined 1/32" deeper and 1/32" 
taken off the C nut face to fit the wider outer rings- but see below- 

*In the 1932-38 differential, with the pinion thrust bearings 
mounting in a separate housing, fitting a pair of standard full width 
angular contact pinion bearings RHP LJT 1, SKF ALS 8 in place of W 
6898 will place the pinion away from the crown wheel by 1/32". To 
correct this, the bearing housing must be machined 1/32" deeper 
and the torque tube clamping face reduced by 1/32" to fit the wider 
outer rings. 

 

 

 

 



Health and Safety 

 

 

 

The 10 Rules of Vintage Car Ownership 

1. There's always something to fix, but not right now. 

2. You should sell it while it's running great, but you won't 

because this experience is why you own the thing in the first 

place. 

3. No, you aren't going to make any money off it. 

4. One out of 10 parts will not arrive in time for the weekend. 

5. That rattle. 

6. There's always a better example for sale. 

7. You can never have enough spares. 

8. You're never going to use all those spares. 

9. Rust is an enemy worth fighting to extinction. 

10. That rattle. 

 

 



Austin 7 Sports & Specials. 
The Good The Bad and the Ugly. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Big 7 based race car Did anyone buy this when it was 

for sale a few years back? 

 

 

 

 



Buy Sell & Exchange 
 

 

 



Buy Sell & Exchange 

 

Austin 7 Special  $13,000 

Long chassis, unique steel body, 

19 inch fully restored wheels, open ended & new rubber, silver & clear coated $2500 

Four speed restored John Needham gearbox $3000 

1935 ruby chassis, front end & diff & drive shaft 

Steering box all restored $4500 

Body has under coat & some light rust, but solid. 

Included front mud guards. 

Engine fully restored. $5000 

 

Car located near Maryborough. Unable to get to car for more photos at moment. 

https://www.gumtree.com.au/s-ad/aspendale/cars-vans-utes/1935-austin-7-special-seven-vintage-

car/1258647366 

https://www.gumtree.com.au/s-ad/aspendale/cars-vans-utes/1935-austin-7-special-seven-vintage-car/1258647366
https://www.gumtree.com.au/s-ad/aspendale/cars-vans-utes/1935-austin-7-special-seven-vintage-car/1258647366


Austin 7 1934 Opal Tourer  

 

 

Beautifully presented vehicle....much admired. 

0 to 60 in under 15 minutes?  

Includes manuals, tools and spares.   

$16750 in Western Australia 

https://www.gumtree.com.au/s-ad/city-beach/cars-vans-

utes/austin-7/1258779529 

 

https://www.gumtree.com.au/s-ad/city-beach/cars-vans-utes/austin-7/1258779529
https://www.gumtree.com.au/s-ad/city-beach/cars-vans-utes/austin-7/1258779529


Friday Funnies 
 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 


