Austin 7 Club of S.A. Inc.
CLUBROOMS:
262 Tapleys Hill Road, SEATON S.A. 5023

Bulletin Number 27
30.10.20

What’s on and What’s not
1.11.20 Austin 7 Club Breakfast ON Mt Lofty Summit for breakfast
then to Warrawong Sanctuary run sheet attached. Entry to
Warrawong MUST BE PAID FOR BEFORE THE DAY. $10.80 per head
November Motoclassica Melbourne OFF
6.11.20 Climb to the Eagle OFF
14-15.11.20 Bendigo Swap Meet OFF
14.11.20 Spares Saturday at the Clubrooms open 9am-12 noon
23.11.20 Night Run departs clubrooms at 7.00pm Coffee and
Donuts.
28.11.20 Subs and Rego Day ON
29.11.20 Gilbert’s Motoring Festival Strathalbyn OFF
6.12.20 Subs and Rego Day ON
14.12.20 Austin 7 Club of SA Annual General Meeting ON 7.30 p.m.
at Clubrooms
15.1.21 Valley Rodders Cruise on Tanunda Cancelled
14.2.21 All British Day Cancelled
21.2.21 All American Day ON
13-14.3.21 Sellick’s Beach Motor Cycle races ON

All events are subject to change please check with organisers.
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Sillier than a Seven

Coming Events

Climb to the Eagle has been cancelled as the Victoria Park
Racecourse is being used for Covid-19 testing.

Five Bugatti’s coming up the old road Late 1980’s

Breakfast Run 1st November 2020 If you would like to go please
contact the treasurer.

Breakfast & Warrawong Run Sheet – Mt Lofty Summit to Warrawong Wildlife Sanctuary
Approx Distance
Instructions

Miles

Km

Arrive at Mt Lofty by 8:45am to be ready to order at 9:00am
We will aim to leave Mt Lofty at 10:15am
1.

Depart Mt Lofty Summit towards Crafers

1.9

3.0

2.

At roundabout, take 2nd exit over Freeway

0.1

0.1

3.

At 2nd roundabout Turn take 1st exit for 200m

0.1

0.2

4.

Turn left onto Waverley Ridge Road

0.2

0.3

5.

At roundabout take 2nd exit (i.e. right turn) onto Ayers Hill Road

0.25

0.4

6.

Go through one roundabout and continue on Ayers Hill Road

0.3

0.5

7.

At roundabout take 3rd exit (i.e. right turn) onto Avenue Road

0.3

0.5

8.

Continue onto Longwood Road

2.5

4.1

9.

Turn left onto Stock Road

0.3

0.5

10.

Just after William Road intersection, arrive at Warrawong on
Left.
6.0

9.6

Distance: Mt Lofty to Warrawong Wildlife Sanctuary

AUSTINS OVER AUSTRALIA
2021
IN ASSOCIATION
WITH THE AMVC NSW

PORT STEPHENS
Tuesday 24th to Sunday 29th August
Newsletter No. 1

The Austin A40 Car Club of NSW Inc. welcomes and invites you to attend our Austins Over
Australia in August 2021 at Port Stephens. There have been 229 Expressions of Interest received by
the committee and planning of the event is underway. Our Club is being supported by members of
the Austin Motor Vehicle Club.
The Port Stephens Council have been very helpful in providing facilities for us to use. If you have
not reserved your accommodation we recommend that you do it soon. Nelson Bay has a great
variety of accommodation available, which can be found at www.portstephens.org.au

Registration forms will be emailed when we have settled on final event prices.
Port Stephens is a body of water and a council area, encompassing the localities of Nelson Bay,
Shoal Bay, Salamander Bay, Soldiers Point, Fingal Bay, and Taylor’s Beach, all within about 10
square kilometres.
Our program is looking like this:
*Tuesday 24th Registration Day and Meet and Greet
*Wednesday to Friday various events
*Saturday 28th Display Day at Fly Point, followed by Presentation Dinner.
*Sunday 29th Farewell Breakfast.
If you have any enquires
CONTACT DETAILS:

Event Director, ROBERT MILLER
Phone: 0419 148 227

Email: austinsoveroz2021@gmail.com

Secretary, KAREN AUSTIN
Phone: 0492 814 128 Email: austinsoveroz2021@gmail.com
Postal Address: 62 Bambil Road, Berowra NSW 2081

A decision will be made in January if A.O.A. 2021 is going ahead.

The Expression of interest form for 2022 National
Rally in Warrnambool has been released.
If you are going and would like Motel accommodation
please let me know as I have booked a Motel close to
the centre of Warrnambool with room for trailer
parking.
If you would like to drive your Austin 7 to
Warrnambool you will not be alone.

The Twin Cam of 1935 was a completely new design by Murray
Jamieson and was built as a racing car from the ground up. The new
engine ran to 12,000 rpm at 20lb boost from its supercharger.
In its last event, the August 1939 Crystal Palace Imperial Trophy
race, Bert Hadley beat the MGs into second place by over a mile.
The photo shows Hadley about to launch from the Shelsley Walsh
start line in June 1939, setting his fastest ever time.

Past Events
The V.S.C.C. London to Brighton Run for
Veteran cars was held on Sunday 25th
October 2020
Some photos from the start at London Rd
Mile End.

A Mors and John Hancock’s Gregoire

Humber

Vauxhall

Ford T speedster with overhead valve conversion.

Austin 7 lurking behind an Austin 20

Over the next Four weeks I will publish the story of the Austin 12
that drove around Australia. Part one
Austin motor cars have never been afraid to take their owners on long, and
sometimes hazardous journeys. We only have to look at the exploits of the late
John Coleman who drove his little Austin Seven from Buenos Aires in Argentina
right up to New York. Then of course there was Miss Gladys De Havilland who
drove her Austin Seven across the World to New Zealand. ‘Mugwump’, the 1930
Austin 16/6 Burnham, driven by students from Bristol University all the way to
Johannesburg in the early 1960’s, and then driven back again by South African
students, and of course not forgetting the numerous pensioned-off Austin 12/4
Taxicabs in the 1950’s, again mostly driven by students, to all manner of unlikely
destinations across the World – and after clocking up thousand’s of miles plying
for
hire
around
the
streets
of
London.
Back in the early 1920’s there was a craze (if we can call it that) to drive a
motorcar around Australia – a distance of approximately 10,000 miles, and when
you consider what the roads must have been like – if indeed there were any in
some places, this too must rank amongst the craziest of trials of endurance for man
and
his
motorcar.
Several intrepid motorists set out to attempt this tour during the early 1920’s, One
such pair being a Mr. Jack Dorney who, with his newly married wife, completed
their honeymoon tour in an Overland Whippet they, being the first, set the stage for
others to follow. In 1925 Messrs Woodward and Mayor completed the same
journey, only to advise all and sundry on their return that they were all set to
undertake
the
very
same
trip
again.
However our story concerns Wilfred (Fred) and Ellen Anderson who, after
completing a tour of Southern Australia in 1925, decided to Circumnavigate the
entire continent in an anti-clockwise direction the following year. Both journeys
being undertaken in an Austin 12/4 motorcar. – of course.!
The

Sydney

Morning

Herald

1926

Mr. & Mrs. Wilfred Anderson, of Wagga, recently completed a motor trip round
Australia. They left Wagga in an Austin car on August 31st for Sydney, and
travelled thence to Brisbane, Roma, Longreach, Cloncurry and through the

Northern Territory to Western Australia. After leaving Perth they visited
Coolgardie, Balladonia and Eucla, traversed the desert to Fowler’s Bay and passing

through Port Augusta, Mt. Gambier and Melbourne, returned to Wagga. The car
was fitted with collapsible beds, cooking utensils and a table. Mr. Anderson said
that the stories of hardships suffered by round-Australia tourists were considerably
exaggerated.
Mr.
Anderson
left
for
Sydney
this
morning.
Thus the Anderson’s epic tour of Australia was reported in the Sydney Morning
Herald shortly after their return from their second tour of Australia in their new
Austin
12/4
tourer.
The tour, as reported above, started off from their home in Wagga Wagga in New
South Wales on August 31st 1926 but they actually commenced their journey on
September 22nd eventually arriving back three months later on December 22nd.
Their journey took them into Queensland, across the Northern Territory, down into
Western Australia, across South Australia and back into New South Wales, but our
story is actually in two parts and commences with the ‘trial’ run across South
Australia
in
1925.
Wilfred Anderson and his wife Ellen decided to undertake the tour around
Australia in 1926 in a Holden bodied Austin 12/4 open tourer – which was
described in a newspaper report as an ‘Empire’ model. The Anderson’s, the report
went on to say, “Were not young people like the Dorneys, having both reached
middle age”. “In 1925 they had motored from Wagga Wagga in New South Wales
to Perth and back, a distance of around 4,500 miles, and were so charmed by the
nomadic life they endured that they were determined to make an even longer trip –
right around Australia the following year, and considered that the Austin 12/4 was
rugged enough to withstand any rough roads which they were likely to encounter”.

___________________
Wilfred Anderson was no stranger to the care and maintenance of the motorcar as
he ran a garage in his home town of Wagga Wagga, so it should be assumed that
he knew exactly what his Austin was capable of and able to fix any problems
which might occur during the journey.

The garage, as you can see from the photograph sold mostly American motorcars,
such as Hudsons, Essex and Dodge, and it was the last of these that actually helped
to pay for their tour, for not long before they were due to set off, Wilfred received
a letter from America advising him that he had won a trip to the U.S.A, as a reward
for selling an outstanding number of Dodge motorcars. Wilfred replied that he did
not wish to travel over to America, as he had still much to see of his own country –
Australia, and asked whether it would be possible to have the monetary value of
the prize instead. The company agreed to his request and provided the financial
means to undertake the tour. Perhaps they may not have been so keen to do so had
they
known
the
intention
was
to
use
an
Austin!
Unlike other motor cars which had attempted this tour, the Austin, which was
described as a sturdy British-made four cylinder motorcar, had not been
strengthened in any way, the springs on the Anderson’s Austin, for example, were
‘as fitted’ at the factory and even the Smith’s shock absorbers, were, we are told,
standard
too.
In their drive to Perth and back in 1925 the Austin gave absolutely no ‘significant’
trouble, and the springs, having been adequately tested on this trip were considered

to be more than capable to cope with the worst road conditions which they may
encounter on their round Australia adventure. However, having said that, the
Austin was all but written-off on the very last leg of their journey – but, through no
fault
of
the
car
itself.
From a newspaper cutting published prior to their round Australia journey in 1926,
the writer commented that: “Admirers of the British car will watch with interest the
progress of this car, because it will be one of the severest ordeals to which a British
car
has
been
subjected
in
this
country”.
The report then went on to comment on the various preparations which had been
made for this journey and the addition of home comforts with which to sustain
them throughout their adventure: “Mr Anderson has exercised great ingenuity in
preparing the car for the journey. It has a large petrol carrying capacity for the long
stretches between fuel supply stations, a large water tank, camping-out body, and
accommodation for the large amount of luggage necessary on such a trip. The
luggage includes folding chairs and a table, a cooking stove, shotgun, tarpaulins for
shelter, and digging implements in case of an accident. A ‘pull-u-out’ winch is
fitted to the front cross member as an added precaution against being stranded. On
one running board is a cosy kennel, in which their mascot, a dog which answers to
the
name
of
‘Kerry’
is
comfortably
housed”.
The report also mentioned that Wilfred Anderson had been in touch with Jack
Dorney who lived in Brisbane, and from whom he was able to gain a considerable
amount of useful information about his forthcoming trip, not only on the road
conditions but also on the type of weather he was likely to encounter in the various
regions through which they were about to travel. Especially in the dreary northwest, where he was advised to avoid the wet season between late November and
December when heavy rains usually sweep across that region with many areas
becoming
severely
flooded.
The ‘anti-clockwise’ route chosen for this adventure was to head West via
Toowoomba to Roma, then head North to Blackall, Winton, Comooweal,
Newcastle Waters and Katherine onto to Darwin. From Darwin they will proceed
via Derby and Broome and then go across to Perth and back to Wagga Wagga via
Port
Augusta,
Adelaide
and
Melbourne.
Jack Dorney was able to secure the services of the Vacuum Oil Company in
ensuring that there was always a supply of oil and petrol at various points on the
route for his trip. Wilfred was also fortunate in this respect, and was assured that
supplies of Plume Motor Spirit and Mobiloil ‘Gargoyle’ oil would be available in
readiness at various depots if and when required.

Technical tips
Over the next 2 weeks I will reproduce the Remax Catalogue.
I don’t think it is worth trying to contact them.

Health and Safety

By Paul Murrell.
Technology? Hate it.
I was in an Audi A6 last week, one of the most technologically
advanced and connected cars you can currently buy. It would take
you a month to learn even a tenth of its incredible capabilities.
However, it almost gave me a heart attack when I accelerated into
a roundabout (and we all know it doesn’t pay to hesitate when
doing so) and the car, sensing a vehicle ahead, slammed on the
brakes (that would be the autonomous emergency braking
operating).
Now, though this may be difficult for the car to understand, I did
actually know what I was doing, where I was going and what was
going on around me.
Despite all of that, the AEB decided it knew better. Fortunately,
there wasn’t anyone behind me who (even assuming they were
paying attention) would have been totally bemused why I initially
accelerated and then braked (severely).
The same thing happened at another roundabout later in the week,
and the car also overrode my control twice on freeways when it
detected a slow-moving truck in the left lane (I was in the right
lane). I’ve been shown the data about how AEB hugely reduces the
incidence of low-speed rear enders, but I’m wondering if it may
actually cause your own car to be rear-ended by an inattentive or
slow-to-react driver behind.
Paul Murrell is a freelance motoring journalist who contributes to seniordriveraus.com, SA Life,
Highlife and a number of other motoring publications. Article reproduced from the Sporting Car Club
of SA Inc. Wheelspin magazine.

Austin 7 Sports & Specials.
The Good The Bad and the Ugly.

Buy Sell & Exchange

For Sale
Ruby sedan slight body damage

Austin big 7 tourer

$5,250
Complete driveable car with excellent running engine. Been
in storage 10 years rust free body interior needs some work
roof and side screens in good condition
https://www.gumtree.com.au/s-ad/tullamarine/wrecking/austin-big-7-tourer/1260107146
Located in Tullamarine Victoria

The owner of this business has a 1947 Rover that Stan
Gaffney is helping to procure parts for.
If anyone one is looking for gear cutting this may be an
alternative.

Friday Funnies

