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 20.11.20 

 

 

 

Difficult to believe that it has been 30 weeks since that fateful day 

in March when we all raced out and bought Toilet rolls now we are 

doing it again. 

The Night Run on 23.11.20 has been Cancelled 

Subs and Rego Day 28.11.20 & 6.12.20 Cancelled 

TTM Regularity on 29th Nov Cancelled 

Christmas Dinner 6th Dec Cancelled   

 

 

 



   

What’s on and what’s not 

23.11.20 Night Run departs clubrooms at 7.00pm Coffee 

and Donuts. Cancelled 

28.11.20 Subs and Rego Day Cancelled  

29.11.20 Gilbert’s Motoring Festival Strathalbyn OFF 

6.12.20 Subs and Rego Day CANCELLED 

6.12.20 Austin 7 Club Christmas Dinner CANCELLED 

14.12.20 Austin 7 Club of SA Annual General Meeting is ON 

7.30 p.m. at Clubrooms TBN 

15.1.21 Valley Rodders Cruise on Tanunda Cancelled 

Feb Victor Harbor Swap Meet Cancelled 

14.2.21 All British Day Cancelled 

21.2.21 All American Day ON  

13-14.3.21 Sellick’s Beach Motor Cycle races ON 

2.5.21 British Classics Tour Victor Harbor ON 

22-23 May 2021 Historic Winton ON Note change of Date  

All events are subject to change please check with 

the organisers. 

 

 



 

Page 3 Girl 

 

 

Sillier than a Seven

 



 

 

Austins over Australia 24th – 29th August 2021  

Is being held at Port Stephens in N.S.W. It will be confirmed in January. 

 

We also need to be thinking about what else we are going to be doing in 

2022 to celebrate the 100th Anniversary of the Austin 7. 

 

National rally in Warrnambool Victoria. April 2022. I have already booked 20 

rooms in a suitable Motel in Warrnambool for us to stay in. 

 

 



 

 

 



A Spares and Technical Day was held on Saturday 14th of 

November where members brought along their cars to help 

others that are currently restoring theirs. 

It is difficult to restore a car if you do not have one to 

reference from. 

Thanks to all those who participated in the morning. 

 

 

Left to right  

Trevor Gent ,David Grear, Tim Williams out doing laps Matthew 

Grear, Len Ward, Mathew Frayne, Alan Baker, David Searles, Steve 

Thorpe out of photo & Wolf Semler. 



 

 

Left foot or right foot first? 



Tim Williams with new member Johnathon Bligh who owns a 1928 

Austin 7 Roadster.

  



 

Part four Around Australia in an Austin 12 

The Northern Territories: 
 

Their next stop was at Alexandria, Brunell Downs and Anthony Lagoon where 

they stayed the night with Mr. Mc.Cann the Policeman, and who killed a goat for 

them so they could have fresh meat for breakfast. On leaving Anthony Lagoon 

they went on to Newcastle Waters where they camped the night, here, Ellen 

records there were hundreds of Aborigines – many of whom were naked! 

 

On Sunday 23rd October they motored on to Daily Waters and camped at the No.3 

bore. They noted that there were lots of camps there due to the construction of the 

Darwin to Adelaide Railway line. 

 

For the next few days their journey took them to Katherine, where the mosquitoes 

and caterpillars were troublesome. They were hoping to swim in the Katherine 

River but decided not to as they were told there were crocodiles there. By the 

Thursday Ellen noted that Fred was not feeling too well, but they managed to get 

to the Victoria Station where they stayed the night and also managed to miss a very 

heavy storm. 

 

After leaving Victoria, they motored on to Wave Hill, then Inverway, and on to 

Flora where again there was a heavy storm raging and torrential rain throughout 

the night. Ellen records that an inch of rain fell during the night and that the Black 

Alvra River which they were intending crossing the following day was in flood, 

However they carefully attempted to make the crossing, and managed to reach the 

other side through sheer good luck. Ellen records that the water came over the 

running boards during the crossing. 

 

The next few days only recorded the places where they stopped for the night - 

Halls Creek, Sousa Downs, Fitzroy Crossing where they needed to be pulled across 

by local Aborigines, who would not come onto the burning hot sand until 

sundown, during which time they became well and truly bogged down in the sand 

and had to spend the night at the Police Station. 

 

The following day, after being extricated from the sand they motored on to 

Livingard where they camped the night. By Sunday 6th November, they reached 

Yeda Crossing and once again got themselves bogged in the river bed sand of the 

Victoria River. They worked hard all day and night until 10.30 pm to try and dig 

the Austin out, but were worn out as a result and even too tired to sleep. 

 

The following day they managed to leave the river and drove onto Broome which 



they reached during the afternoon. Here they hoped to fill up with petrol but were 

unable to obtain any as it needed to be sent across by boat. They stayed the night at 

the Star Hotel – still waiting for the petrol to arrive. As the boat transporting the 

petrol had still not arrived they had to stay a further night at the hotel and decided 

to spend some time by going to the cinema. 

 

The boat finally arrived on the Thursday 10th November and they were able to fill 

up with petrol and continue on their way, camping at the telegraph station at 

Sagrange. 

 

 

The Austin about to leave Paldue 

The next couple of days were largely uneventful and they pressed on through 

Frazer Downs, Hammock Plains, Naligine, Wallal and on to Paldue where they 

stayed the night with a Mr. and Mrs. Thompson, and a Captain Mitchell. 

 

On leaving Paldue, they travelled on to Marble Bar, Nulligine, and Ethel Creek 

(Newman). Where Ellen records they obtained some birds! 

 

By the Saturday 19th November they had reached Meekatharare, where they were 

able to collect their mail, and then carried on to Mount Magnet in the company of 

Mr. & Mrs. Martin and then stayed the night at a hotel. 

 

By the Tuesday 22nd November) they had arrived at Norcia, and Ellen recorded 

that she was feeling very unwell. They arrived at Perth the following day, where a 



doctor was called to examine her. The doctor (Dr. Heyword) ordered her to go to 

hospital. Ellen spent the next seven days in St, John of God Hospital, but we are 

not told what was wrong with her. She eventually came out of hospital on 

Thursday 1st December. Here Mr. & Mrs Martin left them and boarded the 

Transcontinental train for Adelaide. 

 

On Saturday 3rd December Ellen went back to see Dr. Heywood to pay her bill 

and also to obtain a tonic, then left Perth for Kalgoolie which they reached on 

Tuesday 6th December, and booked into the Railway Hotel until the following 

Sunday. 

 

On leaving Kalgoolie they headed for Port Augusta, where they stayed for a couple 

of days, then packed the Austin up in readiness for their journey to Adelaide, 

which they reached in the afternoon of Thursday 15th. 

 

The final entries in Ellen’s diary were sparse, and probably reflected the fatigue 

which they both must have experienced after making such an epic journey. 

 

The final entries read thus: 
 

Friday 16th “Got to (no place name given – Probably Hamilton), camped the night, 

Mosquitoes very bad”. 

 

Saturday 17th. “Left and got near Gelong”. 

 

Sunday 18th. “Got to Melbourne, stayed at the Entwistles for dinner, left in 

afternoon for Wagga”. 

 

Monday 19th. “Got to Mangoplah about 4 o’clock – Wagga 6.30”. 

Tuesday 20th. “Stayed in Wagga at Elsie’s place”. 

 

Wednesday 21st. “Left for Sydney”. 

 

Thursday 22nd. “Got to Sydney”. 

 

And thus ended a truly epic tour of Australia, in an Austin Twelve, travelling 

somewhere in the region of 10,000 miles in an anti-clockwise direction, over some 

of the most unforgiving terrain consisting of unmade roads and precipitous 

mountain tracks and flooded rivers. They encountered some of the most extreme 

driving and weather conditions known to man. The car, an Austin, only required 

some minor repairs throughout the entire trip, which Fred was able to undertake at 

the road side, but it came through with flying colours proving that it was a truly 

dependable motor car. Why they did it? We shall probably never know. They were 



certainly not the first, and probably not the last to circumnavigate the continent of 

Australia. 

___________________ 

 

I am indebted to Jennifer Hanson for allowing us to share her Great 

Grandparent’s amazing journeys, and for supplying the photographs and copies 

of the diaries which Ellen kept, covering both the tours and from which this 

article has been drafted and illustrated. 

Jim Stringer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



80 years of the Jeep  

Among people interested in automobiles perhaps none 
creates so much fascination as the American jeep, as 
well it might, for, with the possible exception of the 
Ford Model T, it is the most important vehicle in 
American automotive history. Certainly it is the best all 
around vehicle ever designed right up to this day, and 
its influence on today's passenger cars can hardly be 
over-stated. The original jeep (pictured alongside) 
rolled out of the American Bantam Car company 
factory in Butler PA, USA on September 21, 1940 and 

was delivered to the U.S. Army at Camp Holabird, MD two days later on the 23rd. Given the 
interest, and particularly reviewing the huge amount of literature on the subject it is simply 
amazing how much misinformation circulates about the conception, design and development 
of the original jeep. 
I confess to both being confused by 
what had been written in the past, 
and in my early years of looking at 
it no doubt added to this confusion 
myself, not having realized how 
hidden the real story was. Some of 
the misinformation is deliberate, 
beginning with the massive (and 
brilliant) advertising campaign by 
the Willys-Overland Company 
(and the many, many successors to 
the capital J "Jeep" ® franchise) to 
create the impression in the public 

mind that the Willys WWII version of the jeep, the MB (a fine 
version of the jeep let it be said) had something to do with the 
original jeep, which it did not. It had nothing at all to do with 
it, and neither did the Ford Motor company which ultimately 
produced nearly as many WWII jeeps as Willys. Willys filed 
for trademarks on the name "Jeep" but was not granted it for 
a number of years after the war and after a long drawn out 
Federal Trade Commission hearing where they were issued a 
cease and desist order from advertising the suggestion that 
they, with the Quartermaster Corps had originated the jeep.  

I come to the Austin and Bantam marque, including the BRC, not as an automotive "brand" 
enthusiast but as an admirer of design. For me it is the creativity and expertise of the designers 



 

 

American Bantam were the original economy cars offered for to the public and as such 
are themselves extremely interesting and important designs. De Sakhnoffsky's Bantam 
Roadster for instance is a masterpiece: a pocket "boulevardier" in which full sized hu-
man beings do not look like fools. That sort of thing does not happen by happy accident, 
and neither as some argue, did the jeep just arise by some evolutionary inevitability. 
Bantam became involved in the jeep project specifically because it WAS a micro car 
manufacturer, and it is reference to the small size which is cited repeatedly from the 
very beginning that makes the jeep the jeep.  

Everyone loves a success, and when the Bantam pilot car was unveiled at Camp 
Holabird, it was immediately recognized as a tactics changing weapon of enormous sig-
nificance. Within a day it had started a virtual food fury in a number of quarters. Car 
companies competing with Bantam wanted a contract to build the new cars and many of 
the long un-promoted Army officers, hungry for any sort of recognition argued for years 
about who should get what credit, despite the fact that not a single one of them ever laid 
a wrench on the act itself or assisted translating the general specifications into plans 
from which an actual car cold be built. Certain officers in the infantry claimed credit for 
simply desiring some kind of unspecified small car, but the Quartermasters Corps 
(QMC) was no less quick to jump on the bandwagon claiming fatherhood of the jeep. 
Politicians wrangled to oust one constituent company in favor of another.  

It is hard to find any real interest in the project among the QMC brass prior to its deliv-
ery. However, among the junior officers and technicians at Camp Holabird, the Army's 
transportation depot, a civilian engineer Robert F. Brown and his crew deserves to share 
substantial credit with Bantam's engineer Harold Crist and its President Frank Fenn for 
developing the original rough specifications and outline drawing. The specifications and 
an outline drawing are hardly a car however, and even at that, specifying an impossible 
weight of 1275 pounds, they did not really describe what was delivered, or what we 
now recognize as a jeep. The two thousand pound car was a Bantam decision, not an 
Army decision. Bantam determined to deliver the performance the Infantry desired, not 
the physical description in the specs which would have been a total failure if possible at 
all. The specs were simply the basic negotiation between the customer and the producer 
to try and balance what was desired in the ideal by the customer with what was possible 
for the contractor to deliver within the laws of physics and available technology. 

My conclusion, in the absence of some specific evidence you may have, or what may 
turn up, is that the QMC got dragged into the jeep matter as the saying goes, kicking 
and screaming. The Infantry, particularly by the Chief of Infantry Gen. George Lynch 
and his aides William Lee and Ingomar Oseth were very unhappy with the QMC's pro-
vision of half-ton truck and variations on the motorcycle when they had asked for a 
small battle car. However it was Bantam lobbyist Charles H. "Harry" Payne who lit the 
fire for the project and did the heavy lifting in promoting the idea and getting it acted 
upon. Nearly forgotten today, Payne, because of his early promotional efforts, was con-
sidered by insiders in Washington to be "The Father of the Jeep", and not without some 
cause. Breaking through the snarl of Army red tape, Payne had to appeal to the Chief of 
Staff George Marshall and two secretaries Secretary of War, Woodring and Stimson, to 
get the project off the ground. Some say he even went to the White House. It can be ar-



gued that despite his success in getting the Army to go to Butler and have a look, the 
ruffled feathers at QMC caused by his abrasive style and going over their heads preju-
diced certain personalities against Bantam's later efforts to get orders for the car it had 
pioneered. However, it is recognized by all at the time that despite a lack of any real 
contribution to the engineering, without Payne the project may never have gotten off the 
ground at all.  

From an engineering and design point of view, the closest we can come to "Father of the 
Jeep" is Harold Crist, a Bantam engineer who was instrumental in specifying the car 
with Bob Brown, co-designed (probably "mostly designed" is a more descriptive phrase) 
it and, with his assistants Turner and Hemfling, completely built the car from scratch. 
Crist never claimed sole credit for the achievement (perhaps the only person in the dra-
ma not to!) and always maintained that the jeep was created by several people. To assist 
in getting the surprise competitive contract the QMC decided upon, an engineer from 
Detroit named Karl Probst was hired by Fenn at Crist's insistence well after the jeep was 
conceived and laid out. The project had evolved to the point where Bantam needed 
blueprints to offer a complete bid. We can dismiss much of what we read about Probst 
being the "Father of the Jeep", because he wasn't. By the time he comes into the story the 
car is already specced and Crist is already working on a layout with the potential power 
plants picked. A comparison of the bid drawing complete July 1, and the car delivered 
which is nearly identical eliminates Probst who came to Butler on July 17th. Not to say 
Probst did not help a great deal because he did and he was a brilliant guy, but he did not 
conceive of or design the jeep in my opinion. A successful bidder would have to deliver 
complete, detailed build plans to the Army along with its pilot car, and that is what Karl 
Probst did during the build period, often having his crew formally draw up during the 
day what Crist and his crew had built the night before. Probst was hired first of all be-
cause he was the only one available on short notice for an iffy project and no money, and 
because of his reputa-
tion as a remarkably 
quick drawer of blue-
prints.  

Anything you are like-
ly to read about the 
jeep history typically 
glosses over the names 
of the men involved in 
actually designing and 
building the car because they generally don't know what the names are, or, where they 
do, it is inconvenient to mention them in their various home spun views of history. Thus 
you will see generalized references to "the Army" and "little Bantam", as if this little car 
had been built by multitudes or committees rather than by individual men doing specif-
ic things on specific days. The history is there for anyone who wants to take the trouble 
to read it, but, almost anything you read of the thousands of books and article and doc-
umentaries are either wrong or misleading because of their incompleteness. The Infantry 
did not relish the concept of facing the Wermacht on foot and had been trying to get the 
foot soldier on wheels for decades. Of course the Cavalry was very happy to have the 
Infantry on foot because, as always in the history of war, it made the horse guys so 
much cooler. In fact, like most customers without technical background, the people in 
this office had only a vague idea about the vehicle they wanted, and to the extent they 



did, had almost no idea of what it would look like or what the technology would be un-
til they went to Butler Pennsylvania. That's okay, it was not their job to be engineers. 
Even as dispassionate an observer as Barney Roos, the brilliant Willys-Overland engi-
neer watching the proceedings testified that the Army had little idea of what a recon car 
of this sort would look like. Prior to that all they knew was that whatever it was had to 
be small and light and carry 3 or 4 guys and go really fast, be 4wd and don't forget the 
heavy machine gun and plenty of ammo...and hey, could it also float?  

Events following the delivery and testing of the Bantam, 
and its subsequent delivery of the first 70 jeeps ever in 
the following couple of months are too complex to go 
into in this brief space, and in any event mostly hap-
pened in 1941, and this is a 1940 celebration after all. 
Whether Bantam was "too small" to produce jeeps is a 
debate which will no doubt rage for as long as there are 
car enthusasts. It seems clear however, that if the QMC 

had nurtured and developed Bantam and had given them the orders they had surely 
earned it could have secured the tooling and financing needed to come up to speed and 
then expand in the same way other small companies of this pre-war era such as Higgins 
Boat did. They might have have grown into the job very quickly, and indeed as the fac-
tory stood was capable in theory at least of 300 cars a day at full tilt. Allowing for some 
warm up time to get the factory back in shape and the crews trained and organized it 
seems very clear that Bantam could have produced all to the 10,000 or so jeeps the Army 
ordered in the year after the successful Bantam delivery. Whatever the debate there is no 

question that Bantam was the first jeep, the first car to be called a jeep, the first jeep to 
be commissioned in the US or any other Army, and the first jeep to see combat. That 
seems like enough somehow. ©Wm Spear 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Past events  

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

John Bowring at an A7c Gymkhana in Victoria 

 

John Bowring’s new car with body frame  

 



 

 

 

Most of the body work completed 



Health and Safety 

 

 

 

 



Austin 7 Sports & Specials.  

The Good The Bad and the Ugly. 

 

This car is now registered on the road and living in Mildura. 

 

 



Buy Sell & Exchange 

For sale in Melbourne $17,000 

https://www.gumtree.com.au/s-ad/croydon-north/cars-vans-

utes/austin-7-sports-custom-1930/1248775479 

Pressure fed Crankshaft, Inch an half SU Carburretor, 

Electric Fuel Pump, Four Speed Close Ratio Gearbox, Coil 

Ignition and Hydraulic Brakes. Probably one of the fastest 

non supercharged A7s around. 

 

 

 

https://www.gumtree.com.au/s-ad/croydon-north/cars-vans-utes/austin-7-sports-custom-1930/1248775479
https://www.gumtree.com.au/s-ad/croydon-north/cars-vans-utes/austin-7-sports-custom-1930/1248775479


The following photos of the car when first built by Bill 

Sheehan. 

 



For Sale 1937 Austin Big 7 Special. 
 
 This CAMS logbooked car was “specialled” in the 1950’s in NSW, 
with significant rebuild and race prep in the 90’s by historic racing 
guru Rob Rowe. 
 Engine is based on an Austin 8 lump, but essentially the same as a 
Big 7 motor, albeit “race built”. Was raced extensively in the late 
90’s early 2000’s in historic racing/sprints. Vehicle is now road reg-
istered (NT club plates) and I’ve used it up here for road use and 
fun motorsport over the last 6 years or so.  
It wears its history/use proudly (ie its a well used car not a show 
car!). Reluctant sale but its time for someone else to have some fun 
with it. 
Looking for around $15,000, located in Darwin. 
 
 On Facebook Austin 7 buy and sell Australia 

 



 

 



 



For Sale 

Austin 7 Saloon 

Minor corrosion evident. 

 

 



 

 

 



Friday Funnies 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


