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What’s on and What’s not 
23.8.21 Technical Night Spares only from 6.00pm to 7.30pm 

No meeting DUE TO COVID   

28.8-6.9.21 Adelaide Classic Motoring Festival 

28.8-29.8 Mallala 60th anniversary 

29.8.21 Victor Harbour Swap Meet CANCELLED DUE TO COVID   

Austins over Australia Cancelled.  Rescheduled for August 2022 

1.9.21 Old Car Day Bethany Oval Invitation 

4-5.9.21 Tailem Bend Classic ON 

12.9.21 Federation Picnic at Wirrina ON Invitation 

17-19.9.21 Rock N Roll at Victor Harbor CANCELLED DUE TO COVID   

19.9.21 Gawler Swap Meet ON 

20-29.9.21 Motorfest ON Invitation 

26.9.21 Bay to Birdwood ON Invitation 

3.10.21 Vintage Collingrove ON 

3.10.21 Palmer Rod Run ON 

10.10.21 Morgan Swap Meet ON 

17.10.21 Strathalbyn Swap Meet CANCELLED DUE TO COVID   

29 - 30.10.21 Murray Bridge Autofest. Invitation 

31.10.21 London to Brighton Run for Veteran cars. 

4-7.11.21 Bathurst 1000 Note change of date. 

7.11.21 All Ford Clubs picnic Invitation 

13-14.11.21 Bendigo Swap Meet CANCELLED DUE TO COVID   

21.11.21 Regency Park Swap Meet 

21.11.21 Yankalilla Motor Show 

26-28.11.21 Adelaide Tarmac Rally (to replace the Adelaide 500 V8 Race) Will 

they get 250,000 paying spectators?? 

14-16.1.22 Valley Rodders Cruise on Tanunda CANCELLED DUE TO COVID   
 

All events are subject to change please check with the organisers. 

 



 

Page 3 Girl 

 

Sillier than a Seven 

 



          

 

 

 

Austin 7 Club Technical Night 

Monday 23.8.21 

Spares will be open from 6.00pm to 

7.30pm 

Due to the Covid restrictions of Social 

Distancing and the wearing of masks 

there will be no meeting. 

 

 



 

 

 

CELEBRATING OUR 60TH ANNIVERSARY 
 

MALLALA MOTORSPORT PARK 
 

August 28 & 29 2021 
 
 
We are inviting all cars and drivers that have ever competed at or visited Mallala to join 
in the celebrations. 
 

There will be Mallala Masters Race Event, Super Sprint and open track sessions for 
those that want to go fast, and cruise sessions for those preferring to soak in the 
memories at a more relaxed pace or join the shown n shine for classic vehicles! 
 

There will also be a show n shine for classic vehicles, historic Mallala memorabilia 
displays, air displays from the SA Aviation Museum as a nod to the significant RAAF 
history and the RAAF Centenary in 2021, and a Big BBQ celebration lunch on Sunday. 
 

Expect to see some significant names and cars, including from when Mallala hosted V8 
Supercars in the nineties before moving to the Adelaide 500 in 1999. 
Kids 14 and under Free 

 

 

 



 

History 
In 1959 it was determined that the Port Wakefield circuit was unsuitable for the 
scheduled 1961 Australian Grand Prix.  With new high standard motor racing circuits 
being built interstate it was decided a new race circuit closer to Adelaide was required. 
With the sale of the RAAF's 24 Squadron operational air base at Mallala to a group of 
motorsport enthusiasts, the Mallala Motorsport Park was born, hosting its Premier Race 
meeting on 19th August 1961. 
 

 Since that time Mallala has hosted everything from the Australian Drivers' 
Championship, drifting championships and burnout comps, to the Australian Touring 
Car Championship (including V8 Supercars). 
 

 
The RAAF base at Mallala was built in 1941 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

Meet at the Victoria Hotel Car park to depart at 9.15am 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

The rumble of classic cars will return to Yankalilla for the 
Yankalilla Classic Motor Show on Sunday, November 21st, 2021 
to be held at the Yankalilla Showgrounds.  

This inaugural event will be presented by the Yankalilla & Dis-
trict Lions Club supported by local classic car enthusiasts.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Expression of interest form for 2022 National Rally in 

Warrnambool has been released. 

If you are going and would like Motel accommodation please 

let me know as I have booked a Motel close to the centre of 

Warrnambool with room for trailer parking. 

If you would like to drive your Austin 7 to Warrnambool you 

will not be alone. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



Past Events 
Cars and Coffee was held on Sunday 15th August at the Unley Shopping Centre. 

The turnout was huge filling not only the front car park but also the two sto-

reys Car Park in Arthur St. 

 

 



  

 



     

 



Austin 7 Hydraulic braking system 

Conversion by Bowden Engineering. 

Bowden Engineering were one of the leading suppliers of conversion kits to 
suit the popular Austin 7-based specials and sportscars during the 1950s. 
Donor cars and spare parts were plentiful, and (for the most part) cheap to 
buy back then, so the interest in uprating and tuning-up Austin 7s (and Ford 
Pop based cars) was substantial. As well as producing a neat independent 
front suspension kit, Bowden could also supply a complete kit to enable an 
Austin driver to convert his brakes from cable to hydraulic operation. A leaflet 
explaining the contents of this conversion is shown here, and the information 
on it typed up below. 

 

".. PLEASE DON'T give 

us grey hairs trying to 

guess where your work 

has come from by 

leaving the name of 

sender out of parcel ... 

Heavy wooden boxes 

secured by dozens of 

screws, and capable of 

dropping off St. Paul's 

Cathedral without 

damage, add to carriage 

charges and takes us 

hours to extract the 

contents .. " 

Austin 7 2.L.S. Hydraulic Brakes. 

Bowden Engineering Co. 

There is little point in building something that looks beautiful and goes like 
hell if you cannot stop it. Do not waste time and money on cables. This is the 
only way to stop. So start right and make this your primary mod. You can then 
drive much faster much safer. 

 

 

This conversion for the most part uses Morris-Minor 1000 (Lockheed) compo-

nents. It is suggested that you obtain a ride in one of these excellent cars, to 

get some idea of what the brakes are really like. You can gauge results even 

better when you remember that the average Austin 7 is only half the weight. 

 

The hydraulic conversion kit comprises 4 steel back plates complete with 
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wheel cylinders, shoes brake linings, one master cylinder and all the necessary 

piping and connections. 

 

The outfit is designed to fit straight on to the 1936-1939 Austin 7 axles, which 

were fitted with detachable back plates and cast iron brake drums. 

 

All earlier type axles will have to be machined. We can do this for you, cost 

2.0s.0d, carriage extra. Please send your two front stub axles and the two rear 

half casings, all stripped and clean please. 

 

Levers are fitted to the rear back plates to provide mechanical operation for 

the handbrake, for which it is suggested you use a pair of Morris Minor cables 

(NOT PROVIDED) and couple up to the existing hand brake. 

 

The early type Austin 7 drums will work quite well, but it is suggested that the 

later type, cast iron ones, are better. The early type do not fully cover the lin-

ings. Cost 14.0s.0d carriage extra. 

Pre-'36 axles, machining as above, 2 GBP, carriage extra. 

 

Brake Drums. We can now supply new ultra stiff cast iron 7in drums as Austin 

7 1936-39 for use with the Hydraulic Conversion. 42/- each, postage 3/6 per 

pair. 

 

Brake Pedal Modifications. Send your foot-brake pedal and 30/- and we modi-

fy and supply fork and master cylinder bracket to fit chassis. (Master cylinder 

adjacent to engine). 

 

Terms. Cash with order or, if you like, upon notification by us that your work is 

ready for despatch. 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 



Austin 7 Sports & Specials. 

The Good The Bad & The Ugly. 
 

 

 

W.H.(Bill) Scott  

Victoria  1926 
 

The Melbourne Herald reported on the most novel and arduous car trial yet 
held in Victoria. Starting at 8pm on Friday 12 August 1927, organised by the 
Victorian Light Car Club, the 24 hour non stop Reliability-Petrol Consumption 
Test would cover some 504 miles including the night section from Melbourne, 
due to arrive at Camperdown for supper at 12.45am. Breakfast 7.30 at Balla-
rat, (today it still has the reputation as the coldest city in country Victoria). 
The loop around Victoria continued via Alexandra and would finish at the Mo-
tordrome in Richmond at 8.57pm. 

  



The rules stated that all competing cars will run on C.O.R. fuel (now BP) and 
each will be allowed one gallon per 100 c.c. of engine capacity, plus 3½ gal-
lons. This meant the Austins in Class ‘A’ would have to achieve 45.5 mpg and 
not take a wrong direction. Another way of equalising all the cars was that 
each car would weigh 1½ cwt per 100 c.c. Failing this weight test would incur 
an increase in their schedule speeds between controls. 

  
57 cars were entered. Unfortunately there were a few scratchings, the most 
important for our story was Irene Waite, wife of Captain Arthur Waite and 
daughter of Sir Herbert Austin so that left only one lady competitor, Miss 
Louise Good driving her 6” braked Chummy. The newspaper reports of the day 
recorded 51 light cars assembled at the Victoria Market for the 8pm start, and 
about 30 reached Ballarat on or about schedule the following morning. 

Unfortunately it was not a good event for Wallace-Crabbe when he struck a 
pot hole during the night and his battery fell through the floor boards on to 
the road. He then had to walk back and search for it in the gloom. Fortunately 
in 1927 the Austins had not converted to coil ignition and still used a magneto. 
Bill Scott was just as unlucky when he was delayed with a broken petrol pipe 
and ran out of fuel. Both Scott and Wallace-Crabbe did not feature in the re-
sults. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Buy Sell & Exchange 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



1923/1927 Austin 7 Gordon England Brooklands Replica 

 

 

 

A beautiful light car that accurately replicates a significant Austin 7 racing car 
built by English aviator E.C Gordon England in the 1920’s.  
This accurate and well-built replica is a culmination of decades of collecting 
period correct parts. 
The aluminium body was one of a batch constructed by noted Scottish ex-
pert Tom Abernathy(number TA8) that was imported by myself in the eight-
ies.  
The car was assembled around this body to a high standard by Grant Cowie 
and his team at Up the Creek Workshop in Campbells Creek, Victoria, Austral-
ia. A vintage Austin chassis was fitted with a set of early 6 inch brakes, brand 
new wheels with centres spun from solid material, a three speed close ratio 
John Needham Austin 7 gearbox and vintage differential.   

 



The very early engine (no. 1405 – August 1923) was built by Grant Cowie to a 
very high standard for proper motoring. Fitted with a pressure fed English 
‘Phoenix’ crankshaft and rods, sports camshaft, period correct extractor ex-
haust system and a Bob Booth magneto/distributor conversion. Original mag-
neto can be supplied if desired. The carburettor is an updraft ‘barrel throttle’ 
bronze 30mm Solex that is correct for this model.  
The car has the correct CAV headlights and Lucas sidelights, early CAV push-
pull control panel, Smiths 0-60psi oil pressure gauge and ‘AT speedometer’ 
RPM/MPH rev counter. The staggered leather swab seats beautifully made by 
Grant White Motor Trimming nicely finish off the period cockpit.  
Prepared for sale by Grant Cowie and his team at Up the Creek Workshop, this 
little Austin is at home on both club rallies or Sprints and Hillclimbs. Perfect 
for the Austin 7 centenary rally. 

 
$45,000  
 

Car Austin Gordon England Brooklands Replica 1923 for sale - PreWarCar 

Stuart Steinford  

Victoria  

 

 

https://www.prewarcar.com/334965-1923-1927-austin-7-gordon-england-brooklands-replica?fbclid=IwAR0gJmfwoHpLppudd4umQT2FW4JNTNA0p6nxOJd_a3OGQ1Fp0g-CKEMbbZU


For Sale  

Austin 7 Rolling chassis in Western Australia 

 

 

I have a couple of AUSTIN 7 basket cases and a  

Peter Brock Austin 7 model for sale. 

 

At the age of 12 Peter Brock built himself an Austin 7 , it was found in a garage 

and restored it has been valued at a massive $400,000. Or is it surprising? 

 

AUSTIN 7 CAR PARTS 

$2,500 Negotiable 

AUSTIN 7 CAR PARTS | Auto Body parts | Gumtree Australia Canning Area - Cannington | 1279832949 

 

 

https://www.gumtree.com.au/s-ad/cannington/auto-body-parts/austin-7-car-parts/1279832949


              

  Friday Funnies 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


