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What’s on and What’s not  

4-5.9.21 Tailem Bend Classic ON 

12.9.21 Federation Picnic at Wirrina ON Invitation 

13.9.21 Austin 7 Club Annual General Meeting ON starts 7.30pm  

17-19.9.21 Rock N Roll at Victor Harbor CANCELLED DUE TO COVID   

19.9.21 Gawler Swap Meet ON 

20-29.9.21 Motorfest ON Invitation 

21.9.21 Leisure run ON 

26.9.21 Bay to Birdwood CANCELLED DUE TO COVID   

3.10.21 Vintage Collingrove ON 

3.10.21 Palmer Rod Run ON 

10.10.21 Morgan Swap Meet ON 

17.10.21 Strathalbyn Swap Meet CANCELLED DUE TO COVID   

24.10.21 A7C Picnic run to Federation Park Gumeracha ON 

29 - 30.10.21 Murray Bridge Autofest. Invitation 

31.10.21 London to Brighton Run for Veteran cars. 

4-7.11.21 Bathurst 1000 Note change of date. 

7.11.21 All Ford Clubs picnic Invitation 

13-14.11.21 Bendigo Swap Meet CANCELLED DUE TO COVID   

21.11.21 Regency Park Swap Meet 

21.11.21 Yankalilla Motor Show 

26-28.11.21 Adelaide Tarmac Rally (to replace the Adelaide 500 V8 

Race) Will they get 250,000 paying spectators?? 

14-16.1.22 Valley Rodders Cruise on Tanunda CANCELLED DUE TO 

COVID   
 

All events are subject to change please check with the organisers. 
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Sillier than a Seven

 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

Meet at the Victoria Hotel Top of Tapleys at 9.15a.m. 



 

 

Annual General Meeting 

Monday 13th September 2021 7.30p.m. 

Come along.  

Join in the management of the club. 

A club is only as good as what you make 

it. 

Positions are vacant.  

Nominate now. 

 



 

CANCELLED 

DUE TO COVID 



 



 

 



Bendigo Swap Meet  

13-14th November 2021  

Cancelled 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

The rumble of classic cars will return to Yankalilla for 
the Yankalilla Classic Motor Show on Sunday, 
November 21st, 2021 to be held at the Yankalilla 
Showgrounds.  

This inaugural event will be presented by the 
Yankalilla & District Lions Club supported by local 
classic car enthusiasts.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Austin 7 Club of South Australia will be holding their 
Christmas Function on Sunday the 5th of December at 
the Parafield Community Club, 65 Shepherdson Rd, 
Parafield Gardens. 

 
 3 courses, each with 2 choices, $36 per person.  
 
If you would like to attend, please notify Ralph Drage 
or Chris Cutting ASAP with the number of people you 
expect to be in your party (including you). 
Confirmation of Attendance & Payment will not be 
required until November.  

 

 



The Expression of interest form for 2022 National 

Rally in Warrnambool has been released. 

If you are going and would like Motel accommodation 

please let me know as I have booked a Motel close to 

the centre of Warrnambool with room for trailer 

parking. 

If you would like to drive your Austin 7 to 

Warrnambool you will not be alone.

 



 

 

 



Drive it Day was held by the Gawler Club at Bethany 

Reserve in the Barossa Valley on the first of 

September 2021. 

The first day of Spring brought wonderful weather 

with a top of 26 degrees. 

The area was full with approximately 300 vehicles in 

attendance with the oldest being a Veteran Minerva 

which arrived in a cloud of smoke as sleeve valve 

vehicles do. 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



Austin 7 Special. 

Special-building is a hobby that goes back 70+ years, 
when the availability of cheap and simple chassis 
from cars such as the Austin 7 and Ford 8/10 meant 
that building your own car, or "special", could be an 
affordable and entertaining project to get your teeth 
into. Countless pre-war Austin 7 saloons were 
purchased for just a few pounds, their boxy saloon 
bodies discarded, to be replaced by something 
altogether more sporting. Some conversions were 
very successful, giving the owner-builder an 
entertaining lightweight sportscar, often on a 
shoestring. For every well-sorted Austin 7 special, 
there will have been many projects that were started, 
yet never saw light of day, their owners' either giving 
up early on, running out of money or time, or simply 
getting distracted by other cars, or even members of 
the opposite sex. These would often end up being 
sold for parts, or simply dumped in the nearest 
scrapyard, wood or layby. Many specials were a case 
of "all show and little go", but even cars powered by 
un-modified engines would have a useful turn of 
speed, fitted as they were with bodies significantly 
lighter than the original factory offering. For those 
with deeper pockets in the 1950's, the lure of tuning 
parts from companies such as Speedex, Super 
Accessories, Bowden and Cambridge Engineering to 
name just some, would prove difficult to resist. I'm 

http://www.oldclassiccar.co.uk/a7.htm
http://www.oldclassiccar.co.uk/speedex.htm
http://www.oldclassiccar.co.uk/superaccessories.htm
http://www.oldclassiccar.co.uk/superaccessories.htm
http://www.oldclassiccar.co.uk/austin7ifs.htm
http://www.oldclassiccar.co.uk/cambridge-engineering.htm


hoping that including this page on the site will lead to 
more period photos of Austin 7 specials turning up. If 
you have any old photos of such cars, and would be 
willing to have them included on this page, please 
drop me a line. More the merrier! 

1. An Austin Seven special in S. Africa. 

Herb sent the first photograph to be included on this 
page, taken during his time living in South Africa. The 
Austin was seen parked at a racing track.(Please click 
the thumbnail to view full-size image.) 

 

This special looks to have been built with fast-road or 
competition use in mind. It sits quite low - thanks to 
lowered suspension, either supplied by a third-party 
parts supplier or possibly removed from an Ulster, 
which came with flatter rear springs and a dropped 
front axle as standard. A plate attached to the front of 
the Austin includes the car's racing number - 307 - and 
also the word "Germiston", the name of a large city in 
South Africa. Along with the photo of this Austin 7, 



Herb also sent a photo of a Ford Prefect-based racing 
car, competing at the Grand Central Racetrack. Both 
photographs are identical in size, and both are printed 
on Ilford paper, suggesting that both the Ford and 
Austin specials were seen at the same event and 
location. Grand Central was established by a group of 
motor racing enthusiasts in the 1930's who also had 
an interest in the flying - the airfield still exists, as 
does the track although the latter is no longer in use. 

2. An Austin 7 special in the UK now. 

Charles made contact recently, wondering if the 
oddball little car in the background of a photo could 
be identified. One look at the wheel confirms that it is 
a special built upon Austin 7 running gear, and it's 
quite unlike any other special I've seen. The body has 
echoes of the American Crosley to it. Either this is a 
one-off, produced by a talented DIY-er in his shed, or 
an off-the-shelf body fitted to a vintage chassis. Has 
anyone out there seen a car like this before? The 
Austin's registration is TW 7762, an Essex series used 
from 1925 to 1927, confirming that the chassis once 
belonged to a vintage Austin 7. The plated radiator 
grille looks particularly well made. The body would 
appear to be an estate, with a canvas centre section 
to the roof, something often seen on 1940's vans as a 
way to save metal during production. The door shape 
is reminiscent of, but not identical to, that found on 
Series 1 and 2 Morris 8s. To the Austin's right is 1951 

http://www.oldclassiccar.co.uk/prefect-special.htm
http://www.oldclassiccar.co.uk/prefect-special.htm


Hillman Minx, while to its left is a 1946/47 Fordson 
E04C van. 

 

3. Building a special - a series of photographs. 

Rare is it to find photographs not just of an Austin 
special built in the 1950s, but also images of the 
donor car that made it possible. The donor car in this 
instance is a 1930 RL box saloon, a tired and battered 
example that looks like it was dragged out of a 
scrapyard. The first photograph shows the scruffy 
little car parked outside a pebble-dashed house, most 
likely in the 1950s, the heyday of home-built special 
building. PL 1889's days as a saloon were definitely 
numbered. The rear quarter panel exhibits a searing 
gash, ensuring that this saloon's body was beyond 
realistic repair. Whereas most cars in this condition 
would simply have been scrapped, this 7hp Austin will 
live again - but looking totally different in a new, well-
executed, sportscar guise. 



 

The front of the car looks a little better, although the 
nearside front wing has received a nasty knock at 
some time. The headlamps pointing at odd angles, the 
filthy body and chrome, and the damaged lower 
windscreen surround, just add to the scene of total 
neglect. 

 

Within the car's tiny cabin, things do not improve. 
While the crumbling seats are a comfortable home for 
the local hound, no human would give them a second 
glance any more. The inner door trim on the 
passenger side is in a poor state, the door opened 
wide thanks to the failure of its check-strap. Home-
made "pop-rivet" repairs can be seen on the rear 
wing, and also to the rear corner of the main tub, 



suggesting that this RL suffered a gradual decline in 
condition, at the hands of an enthusiastic amateur 
repairer. For some reason, after the above 
photographs were taken, the rear window surround 
was badly mauled by an axe or similar, tearing apart the 

steel and further destroying an already-neglected box 
saloon. Why this happened, with the car still parked 
in the owner's garden, is unclear, unless he was 
making an initial - slightly cack-handed - attempt at 
chopping up the saloon body, in readiness for a trip to 
the local dump. After all, only the car's chassis, 
running gear and occasional interior fittings would be 
of any use to this Austin 7 special builder. 

 

I have no more images of the donor Austin, so it's safe 
to assume that the body was soon disposed of. The 
next photograph in this set jumps forward in time, to 
the special part-way through its build. The chassis and 
axles have been restored, and the wheels glisten 
under their new coat of paint. Rather than opt for an 
off-the-shelf fibreglass body, this car's owner has 



opted to build his own ash frame and clad it later, 
quite possibly in aluminium. It could also be the case 
that the widespread availability of GRP bodies had yet 
to establish itself at the time of this build. The rear-
set fuel tank has yet to be re-painted, and in fact 
looks like it could have been retrieved from the same 
scrapyard that the donor Austin was dragged out of. 
The newly-built dashboard has yet to be fitted with its 
gauges and switchgear. Note how the radiator and 
surround have been tilted backwards, to improve the 
sporting car's lines. The builder of this car was 
without doubt a gifted chap, handy at woodwork and 
panelling alike. 
 

Continued next week. 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 



Austin 7 Sports & Specials. 

The Good The Bad & The Ugly. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Buy Sell & Exchange 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

       

 

 



For Sale  

1939 Austin 8, 2 Door  

 

 

New Battery and some spares. 

Good entry level for a novice entering the vintage car 

market 

I don't have the storage space due to downsizing soon 

so it’s got to go. 

$9,000 

Located in Port Pirie. For Sale on Gumtree. 

1939 Austin 8 (10 HP) | Cars, Vans & Utes | Gumtree Australia Port Pirie City - Port Pirie | 

1280089183 

 

https://www.gumtree.com.au/s-ad/port-pirie/cars-vans-utes/1939-austin-8-10-hp-/1280089183
https://www.gumtree.com.au/s-ad/port-pirie/cars-vans-utes/1939-austin-8-10-hp-/1280089183


Wanted to Buy 

Marking out table  

 

 

Contact Steve Thorpe  

0409 678 518 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Friday Funnies

 

Available from IKEA 
 

 

 



 

 

 


